Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
...to disseminate knowledge, encourage others
and create interest in the art of bonsai

April

2016

Newsletter

Fertilizer Types/Schedules And Design/Refinement

APRIL

This meeting will focus on setting your trees up for a successful
season. We will discuss fertilizer types and schedules for
fertilization. Also on the agenda will be conversation about
planning a tree's refinement and steps to take to set trees on
the right path. BYOT for advice and work.

Wed. April 20, 2016 7pm Phipps Garden Center Shadyside

MAY

Spring Show Prep/Display And Rock Planting Junipers

In May we will discuss show preparation of trees,
accents, and displays. Bring trees you hope to enter
into the show for advice on getting them ready. We will
also have a demonstration of rock planting and discuss
repotting and working on junipers.

May 18, 2016

Wednesday

7pm

Phipps Garden Center

Shadyside

Please check our ever-evolving website for updates: http://pittsburghbonsai.org

Also visit and “like”us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/PittsburghBonsai
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The Pittsburgh Bonsai Society (PBS) was
organized July 10, 1957 to disseminate
knowledge, encourage others and create
interest in the art of bonsai through
meetings, workshops, newsletters and
guest speakers. It's our sixth decade of
advancing the art of bonsai in Pittsburgh
and the Tri-State area. The membership
year is January 1 to December 31. For
details on events, Society membership or
general information, see the Society's
web page at http://pittsburghbonsai.org.
Our newsletter is published periodically,
10 issues per year.
Deadlines:
Generally two months prior to issue date
Submissions:
Submissions are encouraged. Please
submit Photos or Artwork in JPG format
and Copy in Microsoft Word.

March's meeting was a
great one. Vice President Terry Monroe
and past President Bob
~photo by Dan Yobp
Grealish both had
great presentations on repotting and collecting
trees from the wild. We had a lot of interesting
questions and fun with folks who brought trees
to discuss and repot.
I'm excited about this month's meeting, which
will be another good one! We'll be discussing
how to plan, design, and fertilize your trees.
Larry Lamonde will also be giving a presentation
on how to fertilize and keep your trees happy
during the growing season.
I'll see you all at the April meeting!

Dan Yobp

danielyobp@gmail.com
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FEBRUARY AND MARCH MEETINGS
~By Lisa Borman Bednar

the pine trees provided for the meeting.
Afterward, he and Bob Grealish helped
members with their own workshop
trees. All in all, it was a lively and
informational meeting!

~Photo by Lisa
Borman Bednar

FEBRUARY

In February, many members and sundry braved the
cold to come and learn about grafting. Dan Yobp's
presentation was interesting and informative, all about
the whys and wherefores of this bonsai technique.
Next, he gave a demonstration of grafting with one of

President Dan Yobp begins the
demonstration on grafting.

GRAFTING

Grafting is a precise
and delicate procedure.

Everyone gathers round to watch
the grafting technique that will
be used during the workshop
portion of the evening.

Carole Parsons,
the happy winner of the 50/50 raffle!

Josh HousieauxSteward,
winner of one tree raffle!
~Photography by Jon Martin and Cindie Bonomi

Ray Moody, winner of the other tree raffle!
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FEBRUARY AND MARCH MEETINGS (continued)
~By Lisa Borman Bednar
discussed in detail. Next, Bob Grealish
gave a demonstration on how to repot a
bonsai. All great stuff! Make sure you
don't miss the April meeting!

~Photo by Lisa
Borman Bednar

REPOTTING

March's meeting had two parts. First, Terry Monroe
had a slide presentation about how to gather raw
material for bonsai from the wild. Included were
pictures of the spring expedition of Dan Yobp and
himself into an undisclosed location to collect bonsai
material. The means and methods of collection were

Deb Bishop gets advice from Dan Yobp on
repotting her bonsai. Gilda Arroyo and
Bob Dietz look on during the one
on one instruction.

~Photography by Cindie Bonomi

MARCH

Bob Grealish has a captive audience
for his demonstration on repotting
a bonsai tree.

Sean Scully, he lucky winner of the Red Oak.

Repotting close up.
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“I can't believe I won!” Lisa Borman Bednar
with her tree raffle prize, an ancient
and gnarled grape vine.

BONSAI WATERING S YSTEM
~Article and photography by Karen Means

Several years ago, my sister Debbie and I decided we were tired of
watering one another's twenty or so bonsai every time one of us
left town. She recalled dabbling with an automatic watering
system when she lived in Los Angeles 25 years earlier. We talked
about it, and wanted to try something similar for our own bonsai.
We had the idea, but my sweet husband headed straight to Lowe's
to search for the necessary apparatus for watering my trees out
back. He designed the system, found the parts, and in a mere
three weeks had it installed and running. It's functioned perfectly
ever since. As a side note, these types of systems can also be
bought on the internet under "Automatic Watering Systems" or
"Drip Irrigation Systems." Prices vary according to quality and
quantity of material needed. I cannot vouch for the reliability of
these commercial systems, only for my own.

worthwhile to get a good one.
Our system cost approximately
$125.
The entire system is drained and
dismantled to be stored away
each November when our trees
are buried beneath their quilt of
oak leaves for their winter nap.
No watering necessary!

~photo by Cindie Bonomi

Some fellow bonsai enthusiasts
have expressed reluctance to install an automatic system,
enumerating many possible scenarios, including (but not limited to):
system failure, a hungry mouse mistaking the tubing for black
licorice, a jealous neighbor who sees you leave for vacation and shuts
Debbie followed suit, and we've been satisfied ever since. Time off the outside faucet, or battery failure. Granted, any of these
once spent watering our trees is now spent doing less tedious scenarios could happen, and would result in an unhappy bonsai
activities like vacationing, bonsai maintenance, reading, and collection and owner.
watching Ellen.
However, I will say that my sister's and my watering systems have
Now let's get technical. We'll begin at the outside faucet. A fist- served us well without mishap for five years. Because of this, I feel
sized, battery powered programmable timer is placed here. This confident to share this information with you, my fellow PBS
members and bonsai aficionados.
item controls:
1. How often your trees get watered. I do mine every other day,
except when it rains constantly like it did the entire first half of last
summer.
2. What time of day to water. I have mine set to 5 pm.
3. Duration of watering period. My trees get watered
for five minutes.
From the outdoor faucet runs the 1/2" main drip tubing. This
leads to wherever your trees are set. Into this main tubing, holes
are punched and plugged with couplers, from which run smaller
1/4" tubes. These smaller tubes run to the individual trees. Note
the orange "palm punch" in photo.
The end of each tube
terminates with an adjustable
dripper, or spray head, which
is held in place by a spike. This
controls the amount of water
and pressure that actually
drips or sprays onto the soil,
depending on how you tweak
it. For larger trees which
need more water, you can
place two tubes in the pots.
Smaller trees can have one
tube adjusted to drip slowly.
The cost of the materials will
depend on how much you
need, how far the distance
your trees are from the
faucet, and how many trees you have. We have fifty feet of 1/2”
tubing, from which the smaller ¼' tubing runs to my bonsai pots.
The most expensive item is the timer. I've found that it's

The battery powered timer on the outside faucet.

All the fittings and the orange
“plug” punch used
in the system.

Spikes and sprinklers for a planting on
a stone slab bought from Bob Dietz.
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BONSAI WATERING S YSTEM (Photos Continued)
~Photography by Karen Means

~photo by Cindie Bonomi

My deck with half my bonsai trees, all connected on the automatic watering system.

A tiny Shojin needs only a little drip.

Two sprinklers for my large Cypress.

Showing how the 1/4” tubes
run from the 1/2” tube.

Spikes hold the small,
adjustable sprinklers.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bonsai Barn:
Whether you want to buy, sell, or trade any
bonsai-related material, take advantage of the
“Bonsai Barn” on our website:
pittsburghbonsai.org You can also list
regional/national bonsai events that your
fellow PBS members might find interesting.
Coming Events:

Graphic Design Geeks

You Have Just Found The Cure For Bad Advertising
Logo Design
Magazine Ads
Full Color Brochures
Illustrations
Product Illustration
Displays For Trade Shows

Website: http://www.graphicdesigngeeks.com
E-Mail: cindie@graphicdesigngeeks.com
Or: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com

Cindie Bonomi 335 Newburn Drive Pittsburgh, PA 15216 Phone: (412) 561-2057

Wear Your Pride…
and your enthusiasm for
Bonsai! Golf shirts embroidered with the 3-color
PBS logo are available in
white, tan and taupe at
$25. Or, you can supply
your own quality shirt and
the em-broidery will be a
modest $10.

-photos by
Cindie Bonomi

For more details, contact Cliff or Anna
Domasky at: annaclaus55@hotmail.com

For your Bonsai supplies support
the store that exists for the society

33rd Annual Spring Festival- MidAtlantic
Bonsai Societies (MABS) April 15-17, 2016.
The Spring Festival of the MidAtlantic
Bonsai Societies, at the Crowne Plaza
Cromwell in Cromwell CT., featuring Kunio
Kobayashi, Walter Pall, Bjorn Bjurholm, Jim
Doyle and Frank Mihalic. Demonstrations,
workshops, vendors. For information:
www.midatlanticbonsai.org
May 13, 14, 15 9:00am-5:00pm World Bonsai
Day Festival, Washington DC at the National
Arboretum. A five hour drive but worth it!
www.potomacbonsai.com or
www.usnausda.gov
August 2016, 39th Annual Mid-America
Bonsai Exhibit For information go to:
http://www.midwestbonsai.org
September 10-11, 2016, 5th U.S. National
Bonsai Exhibition, East Rochester NY at
Total Sports Experience. For information go
to: www.internationalbonsai.com
If you have a topic or subject that you would
like to see PBS present in coming months,
please contact Dan Yobp or Terry Monroe for
consideration of your idea. This means NEW
members too. PBS wants to help you grow in
your knowledge and skills as your bonsai
grow.
Newsletter Information:
It's easy to make an announcement or
contribute to the PBS Newsletter. If it is text
only, email Lisa Borman Bednar at:
lisabednar.pbs@gmail.com If it is a sketch or
photo, email Cindie Bonomi at:
cindiebonomi@yahoo.com
Submissions for the May 2016 Newsletter are
due no later than April 17, 2016.

Bob Dietz

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants

Compiled by Jay Miller
suisekijay@gmail.com
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Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
c/o Cindie Bonomi (Editor)
335 Newburn Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society 2016 Calendar of Events
Apr. 20

Wed.

7pm

Fertilizer types/schedules and design/refinement plans

May 18

Wed.

7pm

Spring Show prep/display and rock planting Junipers

May 21

Sat.

TBA

Young Choe Accent Plant Workshop (Kusamono) at Bob Grealish's

June 4-5

Sat/Sun

10am-5pm

35th Spring Show Demonstrations and Workshops 



June 15

Wed.

7pm

Candle cutting pines, balancing energy, etc. 



Jul. 20

Wed.

7pm

Rebuilding trees, hard pruning and wiring demo - Juniper tips

Jul. 23

Sat.

TBA

Auction! Bring trees, pots and other bonsai related items

Aug. TBA

Annual Member Picnic











Sep. 21

Wed.

7pm

Tom Longfellow, Fairy Tale Bonsai and demonstration

Oct. 19

Wed.

7pm

Nominations, Carving demo and tool maintenance 

Nov. 16

Wed.

7pm

Elections, winter protection, questions

Dec. 14

Wed.

6pm

Annual Holiday Party










All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm. Phipps Garden Center, 1059 Shady
Avenue, is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside section of Pittsburgh. At the Phipps Garden Center sign on Shady Avenue,
just south of the intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the cobblestone driveway. Park in the metered lot. Walk 50 yards farther
down the cobblestone lane. The Garden Center is the red brick building on your left.
Severe Weather & Emergency Information: PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden Center will take place as scheduled except
in the event of severe weather or emergency. Unsure? Call their Emergency Phone Number: 412 441-4442 for updates.

