Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
...to disseminate knowledge, encourage others
and create interest in the art of bonsai

August
2014
Newsletter
AUGUST

Saturday, August 9, 2014 Starting at 11am
Our Annual Laid-Back Summer Bonsai Picnic and Swap Meet!
Bob & Rose Grealish have an idyllic
country location, where you can
admire awesome bonsai, horse-trade
with your fellow PBS members and
pick up tips and trees. Not to mention
munchies and a swimming pool. Bring chairs, a table if you want to sell stuff, plus the customary
$10.00 PBS table fee and something delicious to share with old and new bonsai friends. (a tithe for
the President in the form of a brownie is always appreciated!)The Society provides snacks and soft
drinks, plus there's plenty of parking. We hear that the Dead Bonsai Bonfire may occur near dusk!

Details/Directions on pages 3 and 4

-Photos from last year’s picnic by Cindie Bonomi

SEPTEMBER

TBA

PLEASE CHECK
OUR WEBSITE

Sept 17, 2014 Wed 7pm Phipps Garden Center Shadyside

Please check our ever-evolving website: http://pittsburghbonsai.org
Also visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/pittsburghbonsai

A Note From Dave:
The Pittsburgh
Bonsai Society
Newsletter

Dave says: “Make sure to water!”

Editor:
Cindie Bonomi
~photo by Cindie Bonomi
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Photography:
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Publishing & Circulation:
Jay Miller
Published periodically (10 issues a year) by
PBS for members and other bonsai enthusiasts.
It's our sixth decade of advancing the art of
bonsai in the Tri-State area.
Deadlines:
Generally one month prior to issue date.

Honestly,
this is
all I
could find!

Submissions:
Please submit Photos or Artwork in JPG
format and Copy in Microsoft Word.

Graphic Design Geeks

You Have Just Found The Cure For Bad Advertising
Logo Design
Magazine Ads
Full Color Brochures
Illustrations
Product Illustration
Displays For Trade Shows

Website: http://www.graphicdesigngeeks.com
E-Mail: cindie@graphicdesigngeeks.com
Or: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com
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Cindie Bonomi 335 Newburn Drive Pittsburgh, PA 15216 Phone: (412) 561-2057
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ATTENTION:
The Auction Has
Been Postponed

CUT HERE

Come and Celebrate Summer at our Bonsai
Flea Market & Picnic Saturday, August 9, 2014 at 11am

The
Grealish
Farm
Bob & Rose Grealish's House:
39 Henry Road, Tarentum, Pa.
Phone: 724 265-4535

This is a great opportunity to buy, sell or
trade bonsai trees, training stock, tools,
pots, soil, wire and countless other bonsai related items.
Bring chairs, a bathing suit and a table & the
$10.00 fee if you want to sell stuff.
Ample parking, snacks and beverages will
be available. However, please feel free to
bring something to share with your friends,
old and new.

From Pittsburgh:
Route 28 North to the Cheswick Exit. At end of ramp, turn right
and go to the first stop sign. Turn right on Russelton Road (at
Bocheck's Auto Repair). Go 7.4 miles, through Rural Ridge and
Russelton and past the Red Belt sign There will be a sharp left
bend and go across a small bridge to the stop sign. Turn right on
Saxonburg Blvd. (There's a Culmerville gas station across the
street.) Go 1 mile to Henry Road Turn left and go 1 mile to the
brick farmhouse on the right. 39 Henry Road sign on house,
mailbox across from driveway, driveway past house.
From Route 8:
Go east on Bakerstown Road (Red Belt) to Saxonburg Blvd
(Culmerville gas station on right). Turn left on Saxonburg Blvd
and go 1 mile to Henry Road . Turn left and go 1 mile to the brick
farmhouse on the right. 39 Henry Road sign on house; mailbox
across from driveway, driveway past house.
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Pittsburgh Bonsai Society 2014 - 2015 Calendar of Events
Aug 9 

Sat 11 am



Annual Member Picnic at Grealish's

Sept 17

Wed 7pm



TBA 

Oct 15 

Wed 7pm



Carving: Demonstration & Hands-on training

Nov 19

Wed 7pm



Phoenix Graft 

Dec 09 

TUE 6:30 pm 

Annual Holiday Party 





2015

NO MEETINGS :

JANUARY & FEBRUARY





Mar 25

4thWed 7pm



TBA 



Apr 15 

Wed 7pm



TBA 



May 29-31

Fri-Sun



Spring Show/Weekend







All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm
Phipps Garden Center is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside section of Pittsburgh. At the Phipps
Garden Center sign on Shady Avenue, just south of the intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the
cobblestone driveway. Park in the metered lot. Walk 50 yards farther down the cobblestone lane. The Garden Center
is the red brick building on your left
Severe Weather & Emergency Information:
PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden Center will take place as scheduled except in the event of severe
weather or emergency. Unsure? Call their Emergency Phone Number: 412 441-4442 for updates.

CUT HERE

Map To The Grealish Farm
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Root Over Rock: The Meehan Way
Thirty-three PBS members packed the house at the July 16,
2014 meeting to welcome Martha and Hugh Meehan of
Meehan's Miniatures back to Pittsburgh. Who better to
demonstrate the “Root Over Rock” bonsai style than they.
The program began with a hands-on (and hands dirty)
demonstration. While Martha gave an overview, a number
of specimens ranging from 2-3 years old newbies to a 25 year
old! These trees are still works in progress. Martha
recommended starting with plant material several years old,
so that roots have some maturity to undergo the training
process. A mix of clay and peat moss is used for moistureretentive soil. She also suggested training the tree by wiring
and pruning before you attach it to the rock. The Meehans
do not use a regular bonsai soil mix for root over rock; they
increase the growth of roots with Fafard 52 Nursery Mix. ( A
heavyweight peat & bark mix which also contains Perlite,
Vermiculite, Dolomitic Limestone and a wetting agent)
Martha also quipped, “make a friend; you'll need it for
placing the tree on the rock.” Four hands are helpful. Do not
let the roots dry while attaching the tree to the rock. Keep a
spray bottle handy. She called the next step “Making a Corn
Dog.” Martha and Hugh made a moist muck of Potter's Clay
and peat moss, which they slathered onto the tree+root
over rock combination. Next step was carefully wrapping
the tree/rock unit with clear Pallet Tape. They recommend
keeping the roots moist with a regular watering schedule.

~written by Jay Miller
~photos by Cindie Bonomi

Leave it alone for about a year, THEN explore the results.
Ficus root growth will be done in a year. Some elm roots
develop slowly, but “yatsabusa” elm roots grow at a faster
rate. Follow the same overall treatment as for any newly
potted tree: full shade for several weeks; than partial shade
for a couple weeks, moving to full sun if the tree requires it.
Use the same routine for protection against high desiccating
winds and winter that you devote to your regular bonsai.
Each year, you will expose a portion of the roots. It's exciting
to see the progress of this classic bonsai style.
A Q&A session followed, before the workshop began, folks
choosing their individual trees and rocks. The Meehans
moved among the participants, along with Bob Grealish, Bob
Dietz and Dave Metzgar. Everyone got a lot of “Tree Time”
and face time.
If you are en route to the Washington, DC area, plug in 4925
Woodstock Lane, Rohrersville, MD 21779 into your GPS or
Navi. Google www.meehansminiatures.com/ and call ahead
at 301 432-2965 and let them know you're coming. It's
worth the detour. Whether pre-bonsai or finished, you'll be
dazzled at the wide variety of bonsai material!

Hugh and Martha Meehan and their sample root over rock tree
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PROFILE: Jim and Carol Martin
Family, home life, occupation:
Married 32 years with 3 sons.
Jeffrey is a Landscape Architect and
Operations Manager for the New
York Parks Department.
Dan is a registered Architect in
Virginia Beach.
Tyler is a senior at Penn State majoring in Aerospace Engineering.
Jim is the Senior Electrical Estimator
for a mid-sized contractor.

-Photo by Jim and Carol Martin

Carol is a Family and Consumer Sciences teacher in the Yough School District.
Other interests: Jim woodworking, scroll-sawing and fretwork clock making. Carol is an
award-winning quilter and enjoys baking. We both love to read and travel.
Your first tree: Our first tree was a juniper which we purchased from a Japanese roadside
vendor about five years ago.
I tried my best to kill it the first year, keeping it in the house over the winter and fertilizing it
all winter. Fortunately it survived and is now doing well. Shortly thereafter we joined the
Bonsai Society.
Favorite variety/style: My favorite variety of trees are hornbeams and elms.
How many in your collection: I now have 36 trees.
Anything new or experimental: I have a young trident maple which I am training over rock.
Any trips to see bonsai elsewhere: Not yet.
This is our 3rd year as members. As novice bonsai owners, we appreciate the willingness
of the long time members to share information and offer advice.
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Whatever Happened To:
Bill Bailey, Doreen Balestreirie, John W.
Becker, Carl Bence, Christopher Byrne, Bryan
Dille, Matthew Erb, The Glinkermans, Carole
Harland, Kay & Dick Jennings, Jonathan
Klemens, Bob & Alice Kushner, Jason Lucas,
Fred Marks, Rosemary & James Mulkerrin,
Dan Pickering, Matthew Ripple, David
Schwartz, Stephen Sturgeon, Camille Venturo
and Seijiro Yamane?

For your Bonsai supplies support
the store that exists for the society
Bob Dietz

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants

Yea! We Got Shirts!
Good Shirts!
Now you can proudly show
your enthusiasm for
Bonsai and the
Pittsburgh Bonsai
Society with golf
shirts from members
Anna and Cliff
Domasky.
Available in white, tan
and taupe. $25 each, including three-color embroidery.
You can also supply your own
quality shirt; have it embroidered for a modest $10 charge.
For more details contact Cliff or
Anna at:

annaclaus55@hotmail.com
-photos by Cindie Bonomi and Anna Domasky
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bonsai Workgroup:
The work group meets every other
Thursday at Bob Grealish's farm 6-10pm.
The next date is August 14th. If you are
interested in sharpening your skills, call
Bob at: 412 977-0077.
Coming Events:
37th Annual Mid-America Bonsai Exhibit
August 15-17, 2014 Chicago IL Our August
show is one of the biggest regional shows in
the nation. Centered on the Chicago
Botanic Garden's Permanent Collection,
featuring almost 50 world-class trees, it's a
showplace of trees from across the midwest. The trees will be judged in the main
hall at the Garden's Regenstein Center with this year's Guest Master Rodney
Clemmons. Along with this fabulous
display of regional talent, there are over a
dozen national vendors, workshops, free
demonstrations, and a banquet with a silent
auction. Details at:
http://www.midwestbonsai.org/
augustshow.html.
Questions:
midwest.bonsai@yahoo.com
4th US National Bonsai Exhibition
September 13, 2014 - 9:00am to September
14, 2014-5:00pm Rochester NY
International Judges: Susumu Nakamura,
Lindsay Bebb, David Easterbrook will
evaluate over 200 bonsai from across the
United States for awards and present free
demonstrations. For additional information
and to submit photos for entry contact:
William N. Valavanis at:
wnv@internationalbonsai.com
or call: 585-344-2595
2015 Calendar Note:
Artisans Cup of Portland, “American
Bonsai Reforged and Refined”, Portland
OR. September 26th-28th 2015, Portland
Art Museum, 8:00am-5:00pm; 1219 SW
Park Avenue, Portland. The Artisans Cup of
Portland Bonsai Exhibition is the showcase
of America's new movement to raise
aesthetic appreciation and craftsmanship in
the art of bonsai. The show's venue in the
renowned Portland Art Museum catapults
bonsai into the world of fine art.
Event Website:
http://www.artisanscupofportland.com/
September 2014 Issue Deadline:
Submissions for the September 2014
Newsletters are due no later than August 13,
2014.

Compiled by Jay Miller
suisekifan@yahoo.com

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
c/o Cindie Bonomi (Editor)
335 Newburn Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

