Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
...to disseminate knowledge, encourage others
and create interest in the art of bonsai

December

2016

Newsletter

DECEMBER The Pittsburgh Bonsai Society’s
Details and Registration Form on Pages 5 and 6
Wed. December 14 6:30 pm Phipps Garden Center

FEBRUARY Repotting Trees and Tools
In February, we will feature a discussion on different bonsai tools
and their uses, with a focus on the basics needed for maintaining
and repotting trees, with a few “exotic” tools thrown in for good
measure. We will also discuss pots, what makes a good or poor pot,
and how to make decisions on which pots to match with which
trees. It should be a good bonsai primer going into a new season!

February 15 Wed. 7:00 pm Phipps Garden Center

Remember: No Meeting in January 2017
Please check our ever-evolving website for updates: http://pittsburghbonsai.org

Also visit and “like”us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/PittsburghBonsai

A Note From Dan:
The Pittsburgh
Bonsai Society
Newsletter
Editor & Graphic Designer:
Cindie Bonomi
cindiebonomi@yahoo.com
Editor Emeritus:
Jay Miller
Contributors:
Jay Miller
Tammy Lee
Terry Monroe
Dan Yobp
Photography:
Tammy Lee
Cindie Bonomi
Publisher:
Rick Eckstrom
rick.eckstrom@gmail.com
Database Manager:
Gilda Arroyo
The Pittsburgh Bonsai Society (PBS)
was organized July 10, 1957 to
disseminate knowledge, encourage
others and create interest in the art of
bonsai through meetings, workshops,
newsletters and guest speakers. It's
our sixth decade of advancing the art
of bonsai in Pittsburgh and the TriState area. The membership year is
January 1 to December 31. For details
on events, Society membership or
general information, see the Society's
web page at :
http://pittsburghbonsai.org. Our
newsletter is published periodically,
10 issues per year.
Deadlines:
Generally two months prior to issue
date
Submissions:
Submissions are encouraged. Please
submit Photos or Artwork in JPG
format and Copy in Microsoft Word.

~photo by Dan Yobp

We had a great year and I'm honored to have had
an important part in making it all happen. I
couldn't have done the work without the help of
the committee and supporting members. Thank
you all for your support and dedication. I know
Terry Monroe and all the new committee
members will make next year even better for us.
See you guys next year,

Dan Yobp

danielyobp@gmail.com
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Overwintering Bonsai
~Article and photos by Tammy Lee

As the weather turns cooler, it's the time of year to properly store our beloved bonsai during
their winter dormancy. At the November meeting, Terry Monroe led a discussion on how to
overwinter bonsai trees. When preparing for winter storage, we need to consider how to
protect bonsai trees from extreme temperature fluctuations, wind, insects, wild animals,
and disease.
Cold temperatures (below freezing) can reduce the ability of the roots to function properly
and possibly damage the roots (depending on the species). Exposing trees to direct sunlight
and strong winds while the roots are damaged or not functioning can cause branch dieback
or even kill a tree. We can protect our trees in a number of ways: burying the pots in the
ground; storing them in a cold frame, greenhouse, unheated garage or a temperature
controlled enclosed structure; or placing them on the ground (not directly on concrete and
shielded from the wind). Direct sunlight also poses a threat by warming up an enclosure too
much. On warmer days, create an opening in the enclosure to release radiant heat and
provide air circulation. Whatever method we use, we ultimately want to protect the pots
from low temperatures, shield the canopies of the trees from the wind and prevent warm
temperature spikes.
Unfortunately, our winter storage also provides a safe haven for insects, wild animals, and
disease. Cleaning debris and moss from pots and spraying the trees with an appropriate
insecticide can avoid mite, scale and aphid infestations. We can build an enclosed structure
or fencing to prevent larger animals such as deer and rabbits from nibbling our trees to
death. Rodent repellents, such as peppermint oil, keeps squirrels and mice away. The
damp and dark enclosures are also prime conditions for fungi to proliferate. We can
prevent fungal diseases by applying appropriate fungicide, cleaning trees and bark,
watering only as needed, and providing fresh air and air circulation in the enclosure.
Terry stressed that dormancy is essential (tropicals excluded) --trees denied a winter
dormancy will decline and die within a couple years. Most trees require approximately
1,000 hours below 50F for winter dormancy. Temperatures above 50F for several days can
break trees from dormancy. Should this happen, trees must be protected from freezing for
the remainder of winter.
By addressing general stressors that afflict bonsai trees during the winter, we can increase
the chances of our trees waking up healthy come springtime.
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Overwintering Bonsai
~Photos by Tammy Lee
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Some Pictures From our November Meeting
Dan and Terry
Open The Meeting

Bob Talks About The Possibility Of Putting
Our Trees Into Shows In Different Cities

~Photos by Cindie Bonomi

Continued on Page 6

The Pittsburgh Bonsai Society’s Annual

The Holiday Dinner will be held at the
Phipps Garden Center on Wednesday
December 14 at 6:30 pm. The event will be
catered by Atria’s again this year .
The menu this year will consist of Meat loaf,
chicken parmigiana and cashew crusted
tilapia. We will also have a chopped salad
roasted red potatoes and vegetables, rolls
and butter.
A cake and cookies from Grandview Bakery
will be served to satisfy the sweet tooth.

Holiday Party “2015”

We will also have the traditional White
Elephant Exchange where you bring an item
from your home that you no longer wish to see
around the house. Items must be functional
and all food items must be in unopened
condition. Wrap or disguise it so some lucky
person will be surprised when they pick it.
Please send your reservation in with a check
for $20.00 per person. Sunday Dec. 11th is
the deadline, so act quickly!!!

Photo by Cindie Bonomi

Make checks payable to PBS and mail to:

Soda pop and coffee will be provided but
make sure you BYOB if you would like an
alcoholic beverage.

Deb Bishop
125 Camberwell Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
Reservation Form On Page 6 Phone: 412 849-0579
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Some Pictures From our November Meeting Continued
~Photos by Cindie Bonomi

$20 Per Person
Name

Reservation Form
Number Attending

CUT HERE

TOTAL $
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Graphic Design Geeks

You Have Just Found The Cure For Bad Advertising
Logo Design
Magazine Ads
Full Color Brochures
Illustrations
Product Illustration
Displays For Trade Shows

Website: http://www.graphicdesigngeeks.com
E-Mail: cindie@graphicdesigngeeks.com
Or: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com

Cindie Bonomi 335 Newburn Drive Pittsburgh, PA 15216 Phone: (412) 561-2057

Wear Your Pride…
and your enthusiasm for
Bonsai! Golf shirts embroidered with the 3-color
PBS logo are available in
white, tan and taupe at
$25. Or, you can supply
your own quality shirt and
the embroidery will be a
modest $10.

-photos by
Cindie Bonomi

For more details, contact Cliff or Anna
Domasky at: annaclaus55@hotmail.com

Bonsai Barn:
Whether you want to buy, sell,
or trade any bonsai-related
material, take advantage of the
“Bonsai Barn” on our website:
pittsburghbonsai.org. You can
also list regional/national
bonsai events that your fellow
PBS members might find
interesting.
If you have a topic or subject
that you would like to see PBS
present in coming months,
please contact Dan Yobp or
Terry Monroe for consideration
of your idea. This means NEW
members too. PBS wants to
help you grow in your
knowledge and skills as your
bonsai grow.
Newsletter Information:
It's easy to make an
announcement or contribute to
the PBS Newsletter. E-mail
Cindie Bonomi at:
cindiebonomi@yahoo.com
with text, photos or sketches.
Text should be in the Microsoft
Word program and sketches or
photos should be JPGs.

For your Bonsai supplies support
the store that exists for the society

Submissions for the February
2017 Newsletter are due no later
than January 15, 2017.

Bob Dietz

Compiled by Terry Monroe
terrym74@yahoo.com

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants
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Celebration!
Pittsburgh Bonsai Society

2017 marks the
Pittsburgh Bonsai
Society's 60th
anniversary! As such,
we'd like to celebrate
our storied history as
much as possible. The
incoming Board
would love for our
members to help in

collecting any historic photos, newsletters,
or other documents pertaining to our club's
history. If you have digital photos or other
documents, please email them to
President-Elect, Terry Monroe, at
terrym74@yahoo.com. If your photos and
documents are hard copies, please
consider bringing them to the December
party or February meeting so that we can
scan them and preserve them for the
future. All documents will be treated with
great care and returned as fast as possible.

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society 2016/2017 Calendar of Events
Dec.

Wed.

6:30pm

14 Annual Holiday Party

Thanks for a great season!
Feb.

Wed.

7:00pm

15 Tools, pots, and getting
ready for a great season!

Remember there will be no meeting in January
All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm. Phipps Garden
Center, 1059 Shady Avenue, is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside section of Pittsburgh. At the
Phipps Garden Center sign on Shady Avenue, just south of the intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the
cobblestone driveway. Park in the metered lot. Walk 50 yards farther down the cobblestone lane. The Garden Center
is the red brick building on your left.
Severe Weather & Emergency Information: PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden Center will take
place as scheduled except in the event of severe weather or emergency. Unsure? Call their Emergency Phone
Number: 412 441-4442 for updates.
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