
Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
...to disseminate knowledge, encourage others 
   and create interest in the art of  bonsai

Please check our ever-evolving website for updates:  http://pittsburghbonsai.org
Also visit and “like”us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/PittsburghBonsai
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At our monthly meeting we will tackle a few topics. First, we will discuss and demonstrate 
the hard pruning of trees in order to rebuild lost structure or change the design of a tree. We 
will also have a wiring demonstration and discussion followed by a talk about Junipers and 
tips for growing them and keeping them healthy.

JULY

On Saturday, July 23, we will have our annual 
auction! Bring trees, pots, scrolls, stands, slabs, and 
other  bonsai  related  items  to  the  Garden  Center.

ALSO IN JULY

July 20, 2016   Wednesday   Phipps Garden Center   Shadyside

Lots Of Topics For July’s Meeting
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The PBS Annual AuctionThe PBS Annual Auction
On Saturday, July 23, we will have our annual 
auction! Bring trees, pots, scrolls, stands, slabs, and 
other  bonsai  related  items  to  the  Garden  Center.
~ photos of 2014 Auction by Cindie Bonomi and Josh Housiaux Steward
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AUGUST AUGUST 6, THE ANNUAL PBS PICNIC! 
The picnic will be held at the Grealish house on Saturday, August 6. Festivities 

kick off at noon. Anyone interested in bringing food to the celebration, please 

feel free to let Rose know so she can plan efficiently for the day (412 780-

6724). The pool is open, so bring swim wear! Feel free to bring items for sale 

(and a table). Please note that the club asks a $10 donation to vend at the 

event.  Finally, there is construction on the usual route to Bob's place, so look 

for a detour at McKrell road, which will take you to Saxonburg. There are 

several posted detours, but this is the most efficient. Hope to see you there! ~photo from last year’s picnic by Cindie Bonomi
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The Pittsburgh Bonsai Society (PBS) was 
organized July 10, 1957 to disseminate 
knowledge, encourage others and create 
interest in the art of bonsai through 
meetings, workshops, newsletters and 
guest speakers. It's our sixth decade of 
advancing the art of bonsai in Pittsburgh 
and the Tri-State area. The membership 
year is January 1 to December 31. For 
details on events, Society membership or 
general information, see the Society's 
web page at http://pittsburghbonsai.org. 
Our newsletter is published periodically, 
10 issues per year.

Deadlines:
Generally two months prior to issue date

Submissions:
Submissions are encouraged. Please 
submit Photos or Artwork in JPG format 
and Copy in Microsoft Word.

A Note From Dan:

The Pittsburgh 
Bonsai Society 

Newsletter

~photo by Dan Yobp
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Haiku Corner
     a cicada shell;

it sang itself

    utterly away

 
  
  

-Basho

Dan Yobp
danielyobp@gmail.com  

We had a great month in June!  At 
the June meeting, we discussed 
candle cutting and pruning of 
pines for bonsai.  We also held the 
Annual Spring Show, which was 
another success!  A high number 
of members participated in having 
a tree at the show, and the work-
shops were well attended.  Several 

new members also signed up with the Society. The concessions and 
vendors also did a brisk business.  To everyone who participated and 
helped with the Spring Show, thank you all so much!

On July 23, we will hold our Annual Auction.  This is an event you 
won't want to miss!  You can purchase pots, trees, tools, books, 
suiseki, and so much more that is bonsai related, from other Society 
members.  A percentage of the proceeds also goes to support our 
own Bonsai Society.  Make sure you don't miss it!

Our annual member picnic will be held on Saturday, August 6 at the 
Grealish home.  Come and have fun, starting at 12 noon!  Talk trees, 
see Bob Grealish's great bonsai collection, eat some delicious food, 
and take a dip in the pool.  Thanks to Bob and Rose Grealish for their 
continuing hospitality for Society members.

Lastly, remember that it is you, our members, who keep our society 
vital and thriving.  Here's to another great year ahead of us!  See you 
at the July meeting and the picnic.



ANNUAL SPRING SHOW
~By Lisa Borman Bednar

~Photos by Cindie Bonomi, Lisa Borman Bednar, Jonathan Martin, Pranag K. Nag

~Photo by Lisa  Borman Bednar

We had a wonderful Annual Spring Show this 
year.  The weather cooperated, the 
workshops were well attended, and everyone 
had fun!  What more could you want?  Great 
little trees, great weather, great times!

Now, let the pictures speak for themselves.  
There were so many lovely trees and great 
pictures submitted, and unfortunately there 
isn't room for them all, but the following is only 
a small sample of what was on display.

Mike Stern gives a demonstration of 
shaping and pruning a juniper.

WORKSHOPS 

AND LECTURES

Gilda, teaching the workshop on jumpers

Martha demonstrates 
wiring at the tropical 
bonsai workshop

SNACK 

BAR

MEMBER  

CONSIGNMENT

Louise was our expert!

Carla and Cindie are all smiles 
at the snack concession!

Kat, taking a break from all 
her hard work selling snacks.

Deb shows the younger generation 
how consignments are handled.
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ANNUAL SPRING SHOW (Continued)

~Photos by Cindie Bonomi, Lisa Borman Bednar, Jonathan Martin, Pranag K. Nag

THE  

TREES
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Leaf Pruning
~by Mike Stern

Leaf Pruning
~by Mike Stern

In a dangerous world, animals have highly 
evolved fight or flight responses to deal with 
dangers. Unlike animals, trees cannot run from 
insects, diseases, and animals. However, trees 
have evolved to protect themselves from being 
attacked by predators. Through photo-
synthesis, the leaves of trees photosynthesis 
provide nourishment for the tree to survive and 
grow. Sometimes insects, animals, or diseases 
will defoliate a tree. If trees only had one set of 
leaves many would not survive.

Therefore, many trees have secondary and 
tertiary buds that remain dormant on the 
stems and branches as well as trunks. These 
buds remain dormant until the tree is insulted 
by insects, animals, diseases, and in this case 
the Bonsai artist.  Though our insults 
(interventions) are artistic, from the tree's 
perspective, they have experienced an insult or 
attack. When we trim trees, not only will they 
often regrow from the last growing tip, but also 
secondary buds may be stimulated which will 
push out smaller, more desirable leaves.

June is a wonderful time for leaf pruning. Trees 
have put out a good deal of growth by this time, 
secondary buds have developed and, once 
pruned, the tree has time to reestablish 
growth and harden off for the winter.  When we 
prune a tree, it is important that the tree is 
healthy and growing well. It is not wise to leaf 
prune a weak tree or one that has recently been 
root pruned.  Trees survi ve based on 
photosynthesis.  Defoliation intentionally 
limits this ability and is a shock to the tree.

~Photo by Cindie Bonomi

A l s o,  s o m e  t re e s  
respond better to 
leave pruning than 
others. Trees that 
typically respond well 
include elms, sweetgum, oaks, and Japanese 
Maples. Trees that do not respond as well to 
drastic leaf pruning are American horn beams 
and beeches.

If you are comfortable and familiar with your 
tree and know it can tolerate complete pruning, 
then go at it.  If you want to be more cautious 
and safe, you can initially cut off all of the 
largest leaves, leaving smaller size leaves. As 
secondary leaves grow, one can go back to the 
tree and cut off some of the remaining larger 
leaves. Another strategy would be to cut the 
leaves in half, therefore leaving the tree the 
opportunity to continue to benefit from 
photosynthesis while secondary leaves 
become established. Once the smaller leaves 
are established, if the cut leaves do not fall off, 
they can be removed.  It is vitally important 
that when cutting off leaves, the bottom of the 
stem should be left and the secondary bud at 
the base of the stem should not be disturbed.  
Following leaf pruning, after care is important.  I 
have read that some people put their complete 
leaf pruned tree in only morning sun or a shady 
spot for two weeks to recover.  

Sometimes a common tree pest, the Japanese 
beetle, can assist you in that process. The tree 
may temporarily look bad with chewed up 
leaves.  Your time invested is zero with the 
same results. Sometimes hard frosts in the 
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Leaf Pruning
~by Mike Stern

Leaf Pruning
~by Mike Stern

~By Josh HousiauxSteward
Hosted by the National Bonsai Foundation and the Potomac Bonsai Society

~Photo by Lisa  
Borman Bednar

WORLD BONSAI DAY FESTIVAL

A short drive away from Pittsburgh in the National 

Arboretum in Washington DC, the World Bonsai Festival 

recently took place from May 13th-15th. The festival 

featured a wide variety of lectures, classes, and 

activities, all centered around the National Bonsai and 

Penjing Museum.

WORLD BONSAI DAY FESTIVAL
Hosted by the National Bonsai Foundation and the Potomac Bonsai Society

~By Josh HousiauxSteward

~Photo by Lisa  
Borman Bednar

MORE ON PAGE 8

~Photo by Mike Stern

early spring can accomplish the same thing 
when the primary leaves die back from the 
freezing temperatures

When defoliated, you have another short 
window to do some minor adjustments to 
wiring and bending of branches. In a few weeks 
your new leaves will be more proportionate to 
the tree. You can also achieve more refined 
branch ramification.  Remember too that if a 
tree is grown in shade it tends to have larger 
leaves then those grown in sunnier locations.  

If you want to try this, contact a seasoned 
bonsai society member for their experience 
with this as all strategies vary with 
environmental conditions.

Bonsai beginner classes 

seemed to be especially 

popular, as many new bonsai 

e n t h u s i a s t s  c o u l d  b e  

observed walking around 

with freshly potted trees. 

More than fifteen different vendors were located in the main tents 

next to the museum.  Writers, stand makers, potters, artists, and 

(most importantly) nurseries had a large selection of plant material ~Photography by Josh HousiauxSteward~Photography by Josh HousiauxSteward
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For your Bonsai supplies support 
the store that exists for the society

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants

Bob Dietz

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bonsai Barn:
Whether you want to buy, sell, or trade 
any bonsai-related material, take 
advantage of the “Bonsai Barn” on our 
website: pittsburghbonsai.org You can 
also list regional/national bonsai events 
that your fellow PBS members might 
find interesting.

Coming Events:

All season long: Bi-weekly workshops 
at Bob Grealish's home. Dates will be 
announced via email and at meetings.

August 2016, 39th Annual Mid-
America Bonsai Exhibit  For inform-
ation go to:
http://www.midwestbonsai.org

September 10-11, 2016, 5th U.S. 
National Bonsai Exhibition, East 
Rochester NY at Total Sports 
Experience.  For information go to: 
www.internationalbonsai.com

If you have a topic or subject that you 
would like to see PBS present in coming 
months, please contact Dan Yobp or 
Terry Monroe for consideration of your 
idea. This means NEW members too.  
PBS wants to help you grow in your 
knowledge and skills as your bonsai 
grow.

Newsletter Information:
It's easy to make an announcement or 
contribute to the PBS Newsletter.  If it is 
text only, email Lisa Borman Bednar at: 
lisabednar.pbs@gmail.com If it is a 
sketch or photo, email Cindie Bonomi 
at: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com

Submissions for the June 2016 
Newsletter are due no later than May 20, 
2016. 

For more details, contact Cliff or Anna 
Domasky at: annaclaus55@hotmail.com

-photos by 
 Cindie Bonomi 

Wear Your Pride…Wear Your Pride…

For more details, contact Cliff or Anna 
Domasky at: annaclaus55@hotmail.com

and your enthusiasm for 
Bonsai! Golf shirts em-
broidered with the 3-color 
PBS logo are available in 
white, tan and taupe at 
$25. Or, you can supply 
your own quality shirt and 
the em-broidery will be a 
modest  $10.

Graphic Design GeeksGraphic Design GeeksGraphic Design Geeks

You Have Just Found The Cure For Bad Advertising
Logo Design

Magazine Ads

Full Color Brochures

Illustrations

Product Illustration

Displays For Trade Shows

Cindie Bonomi   335 Newburn Drive   Pittsburgh, PA 15216   Phone: (412) 561-2057
   

Website: http://www.graphicdesigngeeks.com

E-Mail: cindie@graphicdesigngeeks.com

Or: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com
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Compiled by Terry Monroe
terrym74@yahoo.com

If anyone is interested in car pooling to the 
arboretum on July 30, please contact Terry 
Monroe at terrym74@yahoo.com. It will 
be a one day trek down and back with a 
few hours at the National exhibit.

If anyone is interested in car pooling to the 
arboretum on July 30, please contact Terry 
Monroe at terrym74@yahoo.com. It will 
be a one day trek down and back with a 
few hours at the National exhibit.



Pittsburgh Bonsai Society   2016 Calendar of Events

Workshops with Bob Grealish: Bring trees for advice and season appropriate work. Workshops occur biweekly on Thursday nights.   
Future dates will be announced.

All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm. Phipps Garden Center, 1059 Shady 
Avenue, is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside section of Pittsburgh. At the Phipps Garden Center sign on Shady Avenue, 
just south of the intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the cobblestone driveway. Park in the metered lot. Walk 50 yards farther 
down the cobblestone lane. The Garden Center is the red brick building on your left.

Severe Weather & Emergency Information: PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden Center will take place as scheduled except 
in the event of severe weather or emergency. Unsure? Call their  Emergency Phone Number: 412 441-4442 for  updates.

WORLD BONSAI DAY FESTIVAL Continued From Page 6WORLD BONSAI DAY FESTIVAL Continued From Page 6
and other  bonsa i  re lated  

merchandise for sale.  Adjacent to 

the vendors was an additional 

tent where festival visitors could 

take trees for advice from some of 

the members of the Potomac 

Bonsai Society.

Inside the museum, both the 

Japanese and North American Pavilions were unfortunately closed for 

construction.  Some of the trees from the Japanese collection were displayed 

in a temporary area, and the Chinese 

Pavilion was open for guests.  Located in a portion of the Chinese Pavilion, 

Potomac Bonsai Society members had about thirty of their trees on 

display for formal judging.  The museum alone is worth the drive and 

contains top notch trees of all sizes and species presented in a unique and 

aesthetically appealing manner.

~Photography by Josh HousiauxSteward~Photography by Josh HousiauxSteward
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Jul 20  Wed.  Rebuilding trees, hard pruning and wiring demo-Juniper tips

Jul 23  Sat. Auction! Bring trees, pots and other bonsai related items� �

Aug 6    Sat.  Annual Member Picnic� � � � � �

Sep 21  Wed.  Tom Longfellow, Fairy Tale Bonsai and demonstration� �

Oct 19  Wed. Nominations, Carving demo and tool maintenance� � � � �

Nov 16  Wed. Elections, winter protection, questions� � � �

Dec 14  Wed.   Annual Holiday Party


