Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
...to disseminate knowledge, encourage others
and create interest in the art of bonsai

June
2014
Newsletter
OUR 33RD ANNUAL SPRING BONSAI SHOW
Dave Metzgar and his team have a great Spring Bonsai
Weekend planned, with super trees, vendors,
demonstrations, consignment sales and lots more.
Setup: .................... Friday 12-8pm (Bring your Trees!)
Showtime: .. Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-4 Show, Demos
Tear Down: ....................................... Sunday after 4pm
June 6, 7, 8 2014: ..... Phipps Garden Center, Shadyside

JULY

THEN...

JUNE

Bring in your (new tree treasure)
from the Spring Show for
survival and care tips; plus a
gentle critique on possible styling
directions.

June 18, 2014Wednesday 7:00pm:
Phipps Garden Center, Shadyside

Tropicals Workshop
Martha Meehan of Meehan's
Miniatures will join us on Wednesday,
July 16, 2014 for a combination
Demonstration and Workshop. More
information about the tropical species
and the materials cost in the July
Newsletter and on our website.

~Photo of Martha Meehan from Spring Show 2013 by Cindie Bonomi

Please check our ever-evolving website: http://pittsburghbonsai.org
Also visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/pittsburghbonsai

A Note From Dave:
The Pittsburgh
Bonsai Society
Newsletter
Editor:
Cindie Bonomi

A friendly phone call from Newsletter CoEditor Jay Miller reminding me that my
president's message is due interrupts my
furious typing at the computer. I am just
finishing chapter 37 of my epic novel,
“Death and Taxus”, a fictitious account of
one man's constant struggle to keep his
bonsai collection alive.
“Jay, I'm out of ideas. What should I write
about?' ’

Copy Editor:
Jay Miller

“You could write about the critters that
have decimated your trees.”

Graphic Design:
Cindie Bonomi

Even Jay is out of ideas to give me. Jay loves to use the word “critters”.
Not many people other than Jay and Ellie Mae Clampett use the word
“critters”. Besides, I'm sure readers are tired of hearing me complain
about how many trees I've lost. I need something positive.

Contributors:
Jay Miller
Dave Metzgar
David Wolf

“I am positive my kids will love the bonfire that I will light for them
some evening soon, the pile of dried and former living things, both
landscape and bonsai.”

Photography:
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PBS for members and other bonsai enthusiasts.
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bonsai in the Tri-State area.
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format and Copy in Microsoft Word.

It will provide for them warm memories of toasting marshmallows and
making s'mores. Quietly I will seethe as I watch another juniper or
sweetgum ignite, the flames silhouetting the dark outlines of a
meticulously trained form, the embers dancing off of the nicely
structured branches. Unfortunately my pile is at the end of my
driveway, too close to the road. A fire that big will surely draw the fire
company. Maybe I will slowly push it out into the road and have the
traffic have one last go at it.
I guess that wasn't too positive. Let me get back to positivity.
Keep watering , fertilizing and caring. New things will grow.

Dave Metzgar
bannerdave@aol 412-956-2482

Graphic Design Geeks

You Have Just Found The Cure For Bad Advertising
Logo Design
Magazine Ads
Full Color Brochures
Illustrations
Product Illustration
Displays For Trade Shows

~Photo by Cindie Bonomi

Website: http://www.graphicdesigngeeks.com
E-Mail: cindie@graphicdesigngeeks.com
Or: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com
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Cindie Bonomi 335 Newburn Drive Pittsburgh, PA 15216 Phone: (412) 561-2057
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Bonsai 101
Fertilizer…. why more isn't always better!
~by David Wolf
plant root and water
with dissolved fertilizer
in the soil..Fertilizers in
the soil will diffuse
across the root
membrane. Thus the
fertilizer, by osmosis
will move into the plant
root and attempt to equalize the
concentration in the soil and in the root.
This is where too much fertilizer can cause a
problem. A high concentration of fertilizer
in the soil will attempt to “balance” with
pure water in the root. In the equalization
process … fertilizer is moved into the root
while water is moved out of the root.
Therefore, too much fertilizer can cause the
plant to die from lack of water. This is
obviously not what we want. From a bonsai
perspective, it is true that when you are
fertilizing a plant in a pot much of the water
and fertilizer will drain out of the holes in
the bottom of the pot; this definitely
mitigates the conditions mentioned above
and allows for higher concentrations of
fertilizer to be appropriate and useful.

If a little fertilizer is good for a plant ….why
should you worry about over fertilizing?
Wouldn't that be extra wonderful for your
plant? Well most folks know that too much
fertilizer will “burn out” the roots of your
bonsai; but do you understand why and how
that happens.
Let's take a quick trip back into your high
school biology/ chemistry class... attempt to
recall something you may or may not have
learned about osmosis and diffusion. Here
is a good definition of these terms that I
found on the internet. It is a little technical;
but I will try to clarify post haste:
Osmosis is the result of diffusion across a
semi-permeable membrane. If two
solutions of different concentration are
separated by a semi-permeable membrane,
then the solvent will tend to diffuse across
the membrane from the less concentrated to
the more concentrated solution. This
process is called osmosis.
http://www.diffen.com/difference/diffusio
n_vs_osmosis

There is a lot of information available on the
topic of fertilizing bonsais …..The purpose
of this article is not to discredit or cast doubt
on the methods of others. Many of these
people are bonsai experts. However, it is
important for those of us who are not as
skilled to be mindful of the science that is
taking place when we fertilize our plants.
Have a great day!

In laymen's terms there is water inside the
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~photograph of David Wolf by Cindie Bonomi,
Fertilizers, complements of the internet

Pre-Show Prep: Tips, Techniques, Stands and Accessory Plants
~by Jay Miller
Thirty-six motivated enthusiasts turned out for the May
Meeting. During the Business
portion of the meeting, Inga
Jensen described the Carpooling Initiative plus continuing development of the Facebook page, and the need
for more “virtual world updates” from the membership. Bob Dietz commented
on the recent Mid-Atlantic
Show in New Jersey, as well
as Martha Meehan's Tropicals
Workshop in July. President
Dave Metzgar reminded
members that our show is not
juried, with many categories
of species and styles; you can
enter whatever show-ready
trees that you like. Also,
please make sure that your
items for consignment sales
are good, bonsai-related material. Same criteria
applies to the Chinese auction offerings. Volunteer
Signup Sheets for Show tasks were passed around with
great results. Cindie Bonomi described the “donations”
food effort, also passed sign-up sheets, with many
volunteering.
Bob Grealish and Dan Yobp presented the program.
Bob talked about the stages of show preparation: he
wraps the top of the pot with a towel to protect the soil,
as he uses soapy water and a toothbrush to clean the
tree trunk of algae. Cleaning the
pot of mud, debris and bird poop
is essential. Use baby oil or
Armoral to preserve the patina.

~photos by Cindie Bonomi
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Then match
the tree with
a new pot, if
you haven't
repotted already. Remember that our backgrounds are
white, and the lighting will flatter your pot choices.
During Friday's setup, you might want to visit Bonsai in
The Burgh and check out Bob Dietz's pot selection.
Balance, design and proportion are key to your display
Matching your tree/pot combination with an
appropriate stand is a desirable and necessary upgrade.
If you do not have a stand, the Society will have some
examples available during Friday setup, or very early
Saturday morning. Dan Yobp pointed out that a stand
“frames” the bonsai, just like a painting. It keeps the eye
focused on the art, not moving from the painting to the
background.

Pre-Show Prep: Tips, Techniques, Stands and Accessory Plants Continued From Page 4
Bob recommended you trim your tree for show, not for
growth. You are trying for balance, a similarity to all
other branches. Your goal is the natural look of the old
tree.
The audience then stood up and moved to the right side
of the meeting room, where a large number of bonsai,
stands and accent plants were arrayed. Members were
initially selected to match up their choices of bonsai,
stands and accent plants. After the first few efforts,
comments started to be voiced, suggestions for better
choices made and actual volunteers came forward.
Everyone was energized at this hands-on approach. All
felt involved in the creative process. This was fun!

The third element, the accessory plant, teeny shrubs,
grasses, herbs or flowers, is an accent, Dan said. The
contrast lends interest to your display. Dan likes a lot
of moss. It visually connects the bonsai to the pot and
works well from large bonsai to Shohin size. He likes to
use several different types.
Wire is acceptable for show trees, according to Bob, if
your intent is refining a branch. If the wire covers the
whole tree, like a wire sculpture, it's best to leave that
tree home. Perhaps next year it will be ready to show.
Likewise, ONE wire from a single branch to a soil
anchor will be OK. More than one will result in a gentle
“sorry, maybe next year”.
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~photos by Cindie Bonomi

Pre-Show Prep: Tips, Techniques, Stands and Accessory Plants Continued From Page 5

~photos by Cindie Bonomi

Finally, the folks who brought in potential show trees
for advice had plenty of “tree time” with Yobp,
Grealish, Metzgar & Dietz.

This approach was a real confidence builder. Choice of
pairing material was explained as each person made
their selections.

Plant Care Tips for June
It's getting late to dig or repot hardy
trees, though it can still be done if
you know what you're doing or have
a smart friend. Your feeding, pinch-

~photo manipulation by Cindie Bonomi

ing, and pruning schedules should be in full
swing by now. Pinch the terminal buds
from deciduous trees, leaving only one pair
of leaves, and most of your candlepinching for evergreens will be winding
down at this point. Everyone seems to
have their own preferences for fertilizers
and feeding schedules, so ask around or
find a good book. Keep an eye peeled for
insect pests and don't overdo it with the
chemicals! Always read and follow
manufacturers' directions, and be aware
that plants in small containers are more
easily stressed than plants growing in the
ground. If you spray your trees with
insecticides or fungicides, it's best to put
them into the shade for the rest of the day.
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~Great Swamp Bonsai Society

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bonsai Workgroup at Bob Grealish's:
The work group meets at Bob & Rose Grealish's Farm 6-10pm. Next
sessions are June 4th and June 19th. If you are interested in sharpening
your skills, for details and directions call Bob at 412 977-0077.

Coming Events:
19-20 July 2014 Columbus, OH:
The Columbus Bonsai Society's 41st Annual Bonsai Show. 10:00am4:00pm at the Franklin Park Conservatory, 1777 East Broad St.,
Columbus, OH 43203. 614 645-8733 www.fpconservatory.org Go to:
www.columbusbonsai.org for more information.

For your Bonsai supplies support
the store that exists for the society
Bob Dietz

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants

Yea! We Got Shirts!

Good Shirts!
Now you can proudly show
your enthusiasm for
Bonsai and the
Pittsburgh Bonsai
Society with golf
shirts from members
Anna and Cliff
Domasky.
Available in white, tan
and taupe. $25 each, including three-color embroidery.
You can also supply your own
quality shirt; have it embroidered for a modest $10 charge.
For more details contact Cliff or
Anna at:

annaclaus55@hotmail.com
-photos by Cindie Bonomi and Anna Domasky

37th Annual Mid-America Bonsai
Exhibit:
August 15 - 17, 2014 Chicago IL Our
August show is our show with the longest
history, going into year 37 in 2014. It is
one of the biggest regional shows in the
nation. Centered on the Chicago Botanic
Garden's Permanent Collection,
featuring almost 50 world-class trees, it's
a showplace of trees from across the midwest. Enthusiasts from five states bring
their trees to be judged in the main hall at
the Garden's Regenstein Center-with this
year's Guest Master Rodney Clemmons.
There are no residency or membership
restrictions for entering the show-any
tree that can make it to Chicago is
welcome to be entered. Along with this
fabulous display of regional talent, there
are over a dozen national vendors,
workshops, free demonstrations, and a
banquet with a silent auction.

4th US National Bonsai Exhibition:
September 13, 2014-9:00am to
September 14, 2014-5:00pm Rochester
NY. International Judges: Susumu
Nakamura, Lindsay Bebb, David
Easterbrook will evaluate over 200
bonsai from across the United States for
awards and present free demonstrations.
For additional information and to submit
photos for entry contact: William N.
Valavanis at
wnv@internationalbonsai.com or 585344-2595
2015 Calendar Note:
Artisans Cup of Portland, “American
Bonsai Reforged and Refined”, Portland
OR. September 26th-28th 2015, Portland
Art Museum, 8:00am-5:00pm; 1219 SW
Park Avenue, Portland. The Artisans Cup
of Portland Bonsai Exhibition is the
showcase of America's new movement to
raise aesthetic appreciation and
craftsmanship in the art of bonsai. The
show's venue in the renowned Portland
Art Museum catapults bonsai into the
world of fine art. Bonsai artists and
aficionados from around the country will
be joining us in Portland. Event Website:
http://www.artisanscupofportland.com

Compiled by Jay Miller
suisekifan@yahoo.com

Page 7

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
c/o Cindie Bonomi (Editor)
335 Newburn Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society 2014 Calendar of Events


June 18

Wed 7pm

July 10

PBS Turns 57!

Bring your Show purchases for Care/Styling tips
(Organized July 10th 1957)

July Auction TBA 



Phipps Garden Center

July 16

Wed 7pm



Martha Meehan: Tropicals Workshop

Aug 9 

Sat 11 am



Annual Member Picnic



Sept 17

Wed 7pm



Guest Speaker Workshop



Oct 15

Wed 7pm



Carving: Demonstration & Hands-on training

Nov 19

Wed 7pm

Phoenix Graft

Dec 09

TUE 6:30 pm 

Annual Holiday Party







All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm
Phipps Garden Center is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside section of Pittsburgh. At the Phipps
Garden Center sign on Shady Avenue, just south of the intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the
cobblestone driveway. Park in the metered lot. Walk 50 yards farther down the cobblestone lane. The Garden Center
is the red brick building on your left
Severe Weather & Emergency Information:
PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden Center will take place as scheduled except in the event of severe
weather or emergency. Unsure? Call their Emergency Phone Number: 412 441-4442 for updates.

