Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
...to disseminate knowledge, encourage others
and create interest in the art of bonsai

2015

Newsletter
Styling Show Treasures

JUNE

New Members: Your newly acquired Spring Show treasures
will thrive with bonsai-specific survival & care tips. Also, we
want EVERYONE to bring a potential “Great Tree” to this
meeting. See the President's Message for more details!

June 17, 2015 Wednesday, 7:00pm Phipps Garden Center Shadyside

JULY (A

TWOFER!)

Root Over Rock, Part 2. It's time to tote your Root over Rock project back for additional
work. If you have additional bonsai in this style, bring them too, for updating.

July 15, 2015 Wednesday 7:00pm Phipps Garden Center Shadyside

It's Auction Time: Going, Going, Gone!

~photos of 2014 auction by Cindie Bonomi

The Great Bonsai Auction – All Bonsai related
items: pre-and finished bonsai, suiseki, pots,
books, tools, pins, jewelry, etc. If you're
considering up sizing or downsizing your
collection, this fast-paced event is for you!
For additional information please check our website

July 25, 2015 Saturday 10:00am to 3:00pm Phipps Garden Center Shadyside

Please check our ever-evolving website for updates: http://pittsburghbonsai.org

Also visit and “like”us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/PittsburghBonsai

A Note From Dave:
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A Club full of “Great Trees”…
At the last meeting I asked members to raise their
hands if they were bringing trees to display at the
spring show, and I must admit I was a little
disappointed in the number. Less than a quarter of
the members were bringing finished bonsai. Most
of those who weren't are our newer people. Many
of them have been to our workshops but my guess is
that they don't have, or feel they have, show-ready
trees.

I remember starting out with bonsai, collecting raw material or immature
trees. It took me many years to acquire some bonsai that I called worthy of
display. I think one of the goals of our club should be to get at least one
“great tree” in the hands of every member. We encourage you to purchase a
near- finished tree, or buy great starter material, and bring it to meetings or
to Bob Grealish's Thursday night group, and you can end up with something
to be proud of. Unfortunately, like most things, quality is not cheap. As with
other hobbies or interests, like learning to play the guitar, you need to buy
the instrument first. It might be best to forgo several $20 and $30 starters
and buy one great piece for more money. So where to find these “great
trees”? Some members have trees that have been growing in the ground for
years. Mike Stern advertised that he was selling field trees earlier this year.
Members can buy and sell on our website page, ''Bonsai Barn''. You can also
find better material from reputable bonsai growers online, but make sure
you know what you are paying for. If you don't know if it's fair, ask an
experienced member. We will encourage members to bring great bonsai to
the auction.
This is the most important part of my message: BRING THE “GREAT TREES”
TO MEETINGS. Bring them every month if you want to. Ask questions, and be
prepared for constructive criticism. Even experienced members should bring
in trees, for their benefit and the benefit of others. We can talk about them
before, during and after the meetings. We want you to feel confident about
your tree so that next year when we ask who is displaying bonsai at the show,
everyone will raise their hands and say that they are bringing in a “great
tree”.

Submissions:
Please submit Photos or Artwork in JPG
format and Copy in Microsoft Word.

Dave Metzgar
bannerdave@aol 412-956-2482

Graphic Design Geeks

You Have Just Found The Cure For Bad Advertising
Logo Design
Magazine Ads
Full Color Brochures
Illustrations
Product Illustration
Displays For Trade Shows

~photo by Cindie Bonomi

Website: http://www.graphicdesigngeeks.com
E-Mail: cindie@graphicdesigngeeks.com
Or: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com

Cindie Bonomi 335 Newburn Drive Pittsburgh, PA 15216 Phone: (412) 561-2057
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Our 34th Annual Spring Show

Spring Show Thoughts
~by Jay Miller

~photo by Cindie Bonomi

Another successful Spring Show, our 34th, is now in the
record books. Despite heat, humidity and rain showers,
hundreds of bonsai enthusiasts visited our May 30-31
2015 exhibition at the Phipps Garden Center in
Shadyside. Some first-time visitors were merely curious
about this living art form, and were entranced and awed
by over 50 mature trees from members' collections on
display. “Old hands” went directly to Meehan's
Miniatures, Bob Dietz's Bonsai In The Burgh, and the

Consignment tables to augment their bonsai collections.
Many left with smiles and tote bags of bonsai stuff.

A word about The Trees. There has been a real push by
the Society and its members to continually upgrade the
quality and craftsmanship of the bonsai. Each of the
shows has shown the results of this renewed dedication.

Congratulations to Dave Metzgar, Debbie Brys and
their flock of volunteers, including the Food Crew for
their outstanding efforts, from setup through tear down!

The People
The Trees

~photos by Cindie Bonomi and Debbie Brys
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More Pictures From The Spring Show

Demos and Workshops

Ask an Expert

The Music

~photos by Cindie Bonomi and Debbie Brys
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UPDATE: The Member Bed At Grealish’s
~by Cindie Bonomi

The day started out chilly, but quickly
warmed up as 22 eager people showed
up at the Grealish Farm early Saturday morning May
23rd for the planting of the new bonsai starter material.
Scots Pine, Juniper 'procumbens nana', Hawthorne,
Crabapple, Bald Cyprus and Hinoki Cyprus were among
some of the trees waiting to be planted. Some were in
pots others rd were bare rooted seedlings wrapped in
wet paper.
Everyone immediately got right down to work and all
156 of the little trees were planted and watered in by 12
noon.
Oscar, All Ready To Dig!

At lunchtime, we proceeded back to the house where
Rose had all sorts of great food. Fruit salad, potato salad,
2 different varieties of sandwich rings were among
some of the wonderful goodies and of course lots of
cookies for dessert.
After lunch, we decided to put some garden cloth in
between the rows of trees so that the weeds wouldn't
become too big of a problem later in the summer.
All in all, we had a great time and got a lot trees into the
ground very quickly.

Bob’s Bonfire
Kindling

The Ball
And Chain Gang

Rose’s Great Lunch
Applying Plastic For
Weed Prevention

~photos by Cindie Bonomi
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SOME MAY MEETING PHOTOS
Air Layering and Pairing Pots with Trees

New members Kat & Lisa Bednar.

Bob Dietz demonstrates airlayering on a trident maple
~photos by Cindie Bonomi

Some of us brought our show trees in for some tips

Welcome New Members
We're happy to welcome the following
new PBS members as of June:
Dan Yobp showed us how to use cut plastic pots
instead of plastic wrap to air-layer.

We ended the meeting by doing a little exercise
in pairing pots with trees.

Domenick Barone, Kat & Lisa Bednar, Nan Butler
& Family, Robert Demacio, Todd Harris & Angela
Pfefferkorn, Joshua Hagen, Christine Kurtz, Tom
Lineberger & Karen Calhoun, Alejandro Lopez
Magallou, Dennis & Barbara Michaels, John
Rangos, Jr., Peter Simon, Matthew Somogyi, Ted
Steliotis, Anne & Dave Stevenson, Rich Tenney,
Tyler Thornblade, Logan Wray, Devin Yates and
Eric Zawrotny.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
July 18-19 2015 Columbus, OH:
The Columbus Bonsai Society's Annual Bonsai Show. 10:00am-4:00pm at the
Franklin Park Conservatory, 1777 East Broad St., Columbus, OH 43203. 614 6458733 fpconservatory.org Go to: www.columbusbonsai.org for more information.
38th Annual Mid-America Bonsai Exhibit:
August 14-16 2015. Their August show has the longest history, going into year 38 in
2015. It is one of the biggest regional shows in the nation. Centered on the Chicago
Botanic Garden's Permanent Collection, featuring almost 50 world-class trees, it's a
showplace of trees from across the midwest. Enthusiasts from five states bring their
trees to be judged in the main hall at the Garden's Regenstein Center. There are no
residency or membership restrictions for entering the show - any tree that can make it to
Chicago is welcome to be entered. Along with this fabulous display of regional talent,
there are over a dozen national vendors, workshops, free demonstrations, and a banquet
with a silent auction. For more information go to: http://www.midwestbonsai.org

For your Bonsai supplies support
the store that exists for the society

2015 Calendar Note:
Artisans Cup of Portland, “American Bonsai
Reforged and Refined”, Portland OR.
September 26th-28th 2015, Portland Art
Museum, 8:00am-5:00pm; 1219 SW Park
Avenue, Portland. The Artisans Cup of Portland
Bonsai Exhibition is the showcase of America's
new movement to raise aesthetic appreciation
and craftsmanship in the art of bonsai. The
show's venue in the renowned Portland Art
Museum catapults bonsai into the world of fine
art. Event Website:
http://www.artisanscupofportland.com
Bonsai Barn:
Whether you want to buy, sell or trade any
bonsai-related material, take advantage of the
“Bonsai Barn”on our website:
pittsburghbonsai.org You can also list
regional/national bonsai events that your fellow
PBS members might find interesting.
Progress, But Your Bonsai Newsletter STILL
Needs YOU:
(Remember, Jay Miller retires in November
2015…) Two jobs taken, one to go!

Bob Dietz

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants

Yea! We Got Shirts!
Good Shirts!

Job One: Gilda Arroyo has volunteered to
maintain the regular and electronic distribution
List and supply mailing labels. Yay!!
Job Two: Lisa Borman Bednar has volunteered
to be Co-Editor/Copy Editor starting with the
July 2015 issue! She will create and organize an
outline of each issue; write articles as needed
and proofread the final layout from Cindie.
Job Three: Who will volunteer for Publisher?
You'll be picking up the newsletter from the
printer, prepping it for mailing (we call that
“licking and sticking”) and delivering to the Post
Office. Interested in the remaining Job? Anxious
to see your name in the masthead? For further
information contact Jay Miller at:
suisekijay@gmail.com or 412481-4540.

Now you can proudly show
your enthusiasm for
Bonsai and the
Pittsburgh Bonsai
Society with golf
shirts from members
Anna and Cliff
Domasky.

Cindie Bonomi is “willing to continue doing the
design and creative graphics FOREVER”.

Available in white, tan
and taupe. $25 each, including three-color embroidery.

Interested in the remaining slots?
Anxious to see your name in the masthead? For
further information contact Jay Miller at:
suisekijay@gmail.com or 412 481-4540

You can also supply your own
quality shirt; have it embroidered for a modest $10 charge.
For more details contact Cliff or
Anna at:

annaclaus55@hotmail.com
-photos by Cindie Bonomi and Anna Domasky

June 2015 Issue Deadline:
Submissions for the July 2015 PBS Newsletter
are due no later than June 19, 2015.

Compiled by Jay Miller
suisekijay@gmail.com
(Note: New E-Mail Address)
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Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
c/o Cindie Bonomi (Editor)
335 Newburn Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society 2015 Calendar of Events
Wed.

June 17

7:00pm Styling Show Treasures

Wed.

July 15

7:00pm Root Over Rocks Pt II

Sat.

July 25

10am-3pm Auction@ PGS

Sat.

August 8

Annual Picnic at the Grealish Farm

Wed.

Sept. 16

7:00pm Styling Scots Pines

Wed.

Oct. 21

7:00pm

Wed.

Nov. 18

7:00pm

Wed.

Dec. 16

Holiday Party

All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm Phipps. Garden Center, 1059
Shady Avenue, is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside section of Pittsburgh. At the Phipps Garden Center sign
on Shady Avenue, just south of the intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the cobblestone driveway. Park in the
metered lot. Walk 50 yards farther down the cobblestone lane. The Garden Center is the red brick building on your left.
Severe Weather & Emergency Information: PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden Center will take place as
scheduled except in the event of severe weather or emergency. Unsure? Call their Emergency Phone Number: 412 441-4442
for updates.

