Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
...to disseminate knowledge, encourage others
and create interest in the art of bonsai

November
2014
Newsletter
NOVEMBER

Dan Yobp: Styling in Context

6:30pm for Newer Members:
A beginner's session on Winterizing Techniques to help your
bonsai survive the icy winds, hungry critters and blizzards!

7:00pm Dan Yobp: Styling in Context:

~photo by Dan Yobp
Rising above our week to week attempts to keep our bonsai
alive, Dan shows the way to include artistic fundamentals, embracing a long-range
styling plan with tips and techniques for quality results. BYOT (Bring Your Own Tree)
for questions and recommendations. It's always good to bring your tools.

Also featured: Annual Elections plus Wintercare!
Wed. November 19, 2014 6:30 for our newer members 7pm Phipps Garden Center Shadyside

DECEMBER The Pittsburgh Bonsai Society’s
Details and Registration Form on Pages 5 and 6
TUES. December 9 6:30pm Phipps Garden Center
REMEMBER: NO MEETINGS IN JANUARY OR FEBRUARY 2015

Please check our ever-evolving website: http://pittsburghbonsai.org
Also visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/pittsburghbonsai

A Note From Dave:
The Pittsburgh
Bonsai Society
Newsletter

Our Tropical Trees
We have talked many times about protecting
your bonsai from the winter elements
outside, but what about the tropical bonsai
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that you bring in when the temperatures
start to fall?
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Many of us still have the

Brazilian rain trees that Erik Wigert brought to a workshop
several years ago, along with Ficus, serissas, jade and many
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other tropical varieties. These trees thrive under our summer
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sun, but conditions change when you need to bring them in for
the winter. Ficus may drop leaves right after the move just
because the light has changed. Placing bonsai in the brightest
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light will help them adjust to their new winter home, whether
under fluorescent lights on near a draft-free window. The water
requirements will change, depending on how warm and humid
the area is. Many homes are very dry in winter, so check the soil
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often.

Published periodically (10 issues a year) by
PBS for members and other bonsai enthusiasts.
It's our sixth decade of advancing the art of
bonsai in the Tri-State area.
Deadlines:
Generally one month prior to issue date.

If the leaves are starting to turn yellow, you may be

watering too much. Keep your bonsai on the slightly dry side
and mist occasionally with water. Yellow leaves may also be a
sign of nitrogen deficiency which can easily be fixed with a
nitrogen-rich fertilizer.

Submissions:
Please submit Photos or Artwork in JPG
format and Copy in Microsoft Word.

Graphic Design Geeks

You Have Just Found The Cure For Bad Advertising
Logo Design
Magazine Ads
Full Color Brochures
Illustrations
Product Illustration
Displays For Trade Shows

~photo by Cindie Bonomi

Website: http://www.graphicdesigngeeks.com
E-Mail: cindie@graphicdesigngeeks.com
Or: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com

Dave Metzgar
bannerdave@aol 412-956-2482
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Carving: ~by Jay Miller
Bob Grealish started his “Carving” slide
presentation at the October 15th 2014
Meeting with trips through national ~photos by Cindie Bonomi
forests and national parks. He showed
Mother Nature's techniques with dead branches, twisted
trunks and exposed footage. Examples of trees that grow
in difficult conditions, fall over and re-root; many of
them were junipers. Dead branches on junipers flatten
out. They don't rot and can be worked on. He pointed out
the shadows created by dead wood that can be imitated
by carving techniques. Ends of branches can be cracked;
a part of a juniper brach can die, while the living part will
grow away from the dead. Bob remarked that the bonsai
artist Kimura does heavy carving, then liberally applies
lime sulfur with a paint brush.

Bob started the demonstration phase of the program,
featuring a mature bonsai, with a discussion of power
tools: a die grinder, the Dremel tool and a tiny chainsaw
for fast wood removal. He showed the effect of a burr bit,

the router bit in 1/2” and 3/4” does not clog. Chips flew
as he showed an “aggressive” English bit for removing
large sections of trunk wood. He revealed his plan for the
tree, describing what he will use, both power and hand
tools to achieve these goals. He also promised to bring
the tree in next year so that we can see the progress.

Then Bob went to work with a wire brush bit, softening
the earlier carving and adding small grooves like the
trees pictured in his slides. When he switched to hand
tools, he used a flat rounded edge chisel, a knife , and a
special blade for dead wood and jins. Bob showed a set
of Flexicut carving tools. It was mentioned that Lee
Valley Tools also has a carving tools catalog.
Yes, you should be wearing safety glasses, keep two
hands on the router, and nobody holds the tree while you
are carving.

Finally, the best combination is a die grinder plus a
Dremel tool, and an assortment of hand tools. It's not too
early to put this on your Christmas list!
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Going, Going, Gone! The Bonsai~byAuction
Gilda Arroyo
This year the Society's auction was held on Saturday,
September 20th at Michael Brothers Nursery in Cheswick.
Michael Brothers is located on the way to Bob and Rose
Grealish's home. The Grealishes host our annual picnic.

Unlike last year, this year's auction took place outdoors. The
Society was able to use the nursery's courtyard as a
makeshift auction house. Each member brought their own
chair and everyone enjoyed the snacks and beverages the
Society provided. It was a lovely setting.
The event was well attended with a good mix of buyers and
sellers. This year the most popular items to hit the auction
block were likely the suisekis. Perhaps it was the “Sean
Smith effect” but it seemed that there were a great deal of
available suiseki, with and without daiza, for sale. There
also seemed to be a variety of bonsai books and periodicals
up for auction.
Some members commented on the absence of trees at this
year's auction. While there were some great bonsai for sale,
the number of trees was smaller than in years past. Consider

this a call to action. Your fellow members
are hungry for new material to work with!
Take good care of the stock you have now
and keep next year's auction in mind. The
Society's yearly auction is a great way for
bonsai enthusiasts to buy and sell material.
Auctioneers Dave Metzgar and Mike
Stern encouraged bids and entertained ~photo by Cindie Bonomi
attendees with their lively exchanges. Thanks to them, only a
few items went unsold. One unsold item of note was the
macaque print & scroll Sean Smith donated to the Society.
While the scroll and print may not have sold, both serve as a
perpetual reminder of “The Auction Of 2014”.
All in all, the auction was a great fundraiser for the Society and
a lighthearted way for bonsai practitioners to spend an
afternoon. Plus, the garden center location made it easy for
members to purchase bonsai material even after the event was
over. Many PBS members are already looking forward to the
next auction!
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~Photos by Cindie Bonomi & Josh Housiauxsteward

Going, Going, Gone! The Bonsai Auction
~Photos by Cindie Bonomi & Josh Housiauxsteward

The Pittsburgh Bonsai Society’s Annual
The Holiday Dinner will be held at the
Phipps Garden Center on TUESDAY
December 9 at 6:30 pm. The event will
be catered by Atria’s again this year .
The menu this year will consist of
tenderloin beef filet medallions with
caramelized onion and peppercorn
sauce with roasted red skinned potatoes,
tilapia piccata with lemon butter sauce
and chicken marsala. We will also have a
chopped salad and roasted vegetables,
rolls and butter.
A cake and cookies from Grandview
Bakery will be served to satisfy the sweet
tooth.
Soda pop and coffee will be provided but
make sure you BYOB if you would like
an alcoholic beverage.

We will also have the traditional White
Elephant Exchange where you bring an
item from your home that you no longer
wish to see around the house. Wrap or
disguise it so some lucky person will be
surprised when they pick it.
Please send your reservation in with a
check for $12.00 per person. Dec. 7th is
the deadline, so act quickly!!!

Photograph and Photo Manipulation
by Cindie Bonomi

Make checks payable and mail to:

Cindie Bonomi
335 Newburn Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

Reservation Form On Page 6

Phone: 412 561-2057
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The Board presents the 2015
Slate of candidates for the Society's Annual Election at the November Meeting:
Dave Metzgar, President
Bob Dietz, Vice President
Debra Bishop, Treasurer
Gilda Arroyo, Recording Secretary
Cindie Bonomi, Corresponding Secretary

$12 Per Person
Name

Reservation Form
Number Attending

CUT HERE

TOTAL $
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November-Late Autumn
~by Jay Miller

Protect trees, particularly dormant deciduous species, from
excess rainfall. Do not allow soils to become waterlogged.
Branches on deciduous trees will be too brittle now for wiring,
but shaping by pruning can be done. Use a wound sealant on
cuts to prevent entry of fungus during damp winter months.
It's much easier to analyze the structure of deciduous trees
after leaves have fallen; major alterations are best carried out
during late autumn or late winter. Remove any remaining
leaves on deciduous trees and from soil surfaces to avoid
overwintering pests and insects. Remember that beech and
some oak varieties retain old brown leaves during winter,
which helps to protect next year's buds. Guard azaleas from
early frosts otherwise the flower buds may fail next season.

For your Bonsai supplies support
the store that exists for the society
Bob Dietz

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants

Yea! We Got Shirts!
Good Shirts!
Now you can proudly show
your enthusiasm for
Bonsai and the
Pittsburgh Bonsai
Society with golf
shirts from members
Anna and Cliff
Domasky.
Available in white, tan
and taupe. $25 each, including three-color embroidery.
You can also supply your own
quality shirt; have it embroidered for a modest $10 charge.
For more details contact Cliff or
Anna at:

annaclaus55@hotmail.com
-photos by Cindie Bonomi and Anna Domasky

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bonsai Barn:
Whether you want to buy, sell or trade any bonsairelated material, take advantage of the “Bonsai
Barn”on our website ( pittsburghbonsai.org ). You can
also list regional/national bonsai events that your
fellow PBS members might find interesting.
Coming Events:
32nd Annual Spring Festival - MABS April 24 - 26
2015 The Spring Festival of the MidAtlantic Bonsai
Societies will commence Friday evening, April 24,
2015 and run through Sunday afternoon, April 26, at
the Fairbridge Inn (formerly Ramada Hotel ) in East
Hanover, NJ. www.midatlanticbonsai.org more
information to come
38th Annual Mid-America Bonsai Exhibit August
14-16 2015 Our August show is our show with the
longest history, going into year 37 in 2014. It is one of
the biggest regional shows in the nation. Centered on
the Chicago Botanic Garden's Permanent Collection,
featuring almost 50 world-class trees, it's a showplace
of trees from across the midwest. Enthusiasts from
five states bring their trees to be judged in the main
hall at the Garden's Regenstein Center - with this
year's Guest Master Rodney Clemmons. There are no
residency or membership restrictions for entering the
show - any tree that can make it to Chicago is
welcome to be entered. Along with this fabulous
display of regional talent, there are over a dozen
national vendors, workshops, free demonstrations,
and a banquet with a silent auction. For more
information go to: http://www.midwestbonsai.org
2015 Calendar Note:
Artisans Cup of Portland, “American Bonsai
Reforged and Refined”, Portland OR September
26th-28th 2015, Portland Art Museum, 8:00am 5:00pm; 1219 SW Park Avenue, Portland. The
Artisans Cup of Portland Bonsai Exhibition is the
showcase of America's new movement to raise
aesthetic appreciation and craftsmanship in the art of
bonsai. The show's venue in the renowned Portland
Art Museum catapults bonsai into the world of fine
art. Event Website:
http://www.artisanscupofportland.com/
Ideas:
If you have a topic or subject that you would like to
see in coming months, please contact Dave Metzgar
or Bob Dietz for your idea's consideration. This
means NEW members too, PBS wants to help you
grow in your knowledge and techniques as your
bonsai grow.
Newsletter Information:
It's easy to make an announcement or contribute to
the PBS Newsletter. If it is text only, call or email Jay
Miller at 412 481-4540 suisekifan@yahoo.com If it
is a sketch or photo, email: Cindie Bonomi at
cindiebonomi@yahoo.com
December 2014 Issue Deadline:
Submissions for the December 2014 Newsletter are
due no later than November 18th, 2014. The March
2015 issue deadline is February 6, 2015

Compiled by Jay Miller
suisekifan@yahoo.com
Page 7

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
c/o Cindie Bonomi (Editor)
335 Newburn Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society 2014-2015 Calendar of Events
Nov 19



Wed 7pm







Dec 09



TUE 6:30 pm

Annual Holiday Party







NO MEETINGS

JANUARY & FEBRUARY





Dan Yobp: Styling in Context

2015

Mar 25



4thWed 7pm 

TBA 



Apr 15



Wed 7pm



TBA 



Fri-Sun



Spring Show/Weekend

May 29-31







All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm Phipps. Garden
Center, 1059 Shady Avenue, is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside section of Pittsburgh. At the
Phipps Garden Center sign on Shady Avenue, just south of the intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the
cobblestone driveway. Park in the metered lot. Walk 50 yards farther down the cobblestone lane. The Garden Center
is the red brick building on your left.
Severe Weather & Emergency Information: PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden Center will take
place as scheduled except in the event of severe weather or emergency. Unsure? Call their Emergency Phone
Number: 412 441-4442 for updates.

