
Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
...to disseminate knowledge, encourage others 
   and create interest in the art of  bonsai

Please check our ever-evolving website for updates:  http://pittsburghbonsai.org
Also visit and “like”us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/PittsburghBonsai
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The October meeting will be an important one. We encourage all 

members to attend. We will discuss the club field at Bob Grealish's 

home, discuss tool maintenance, and will enjoy a carving 

demonstration which should build on ideas seen in the September 

demonstration. Additionally, we will hold nominations for club officer 

positions in October. This will be an opportunity for each club member 

to have a direct impact on the future direction of the PBS. Be there!
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November 16, 2016   Wednesday   Phipps Garden Center   Shadyside

Winter Storage And Protection And Elections
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The November meeting will feature our club elections! Be 

sure to submit nominations for offices in October and be 

there to cast your ballot in November! Additionally, we will 

discuss winter storage and protection, preparing trees for 

storage, and getting ready for next season.
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The Pittsburgh Bonsai Society (PBS) 
was organized July 10, 1957 to 
disseminate knowledge, encourage 
others and create interest in the art of 
bonsai through meetings, workshops, 
newsletters and guest speakers. It's 
our sixth decade of advancing the art 
of bonsai in Pittsburgh and the Tri-
State area. The membership year is 
January 1 to December 31. For details 
on events, Society membership or 
general information, see the Society's 
web page at : 
http://pittsburghbonsai.org. Our 
newsletter is published periodically, 
10 issues per year.

Deadlines:
Generally two months prior to issue 
date

Submissions:
Submissions are encouraged. Please 
submit Photos or Artwork in JPG 
format and Copy in Microsoft Word.

A Note From Dan:

The Pittsburgh 
Bonsai Society 
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Haiku Corner

Wind in the West,

   Fallen Leaves

Gathering in the East.

Dan Yobp
danielyobp@gmail.com  

 - Buson

September was a great 

month for the society! 

Tom Longfellow came 

and gave an interesting 

and engaging demonstration on Fairy Tale 

Bonsai. We also discussed nominations for the 

upcoming elections in November. 

Remember that all positions are open for 

nominations. Contact our Elections Committee: 

Rick Ekstrom, Ed Baginski or Jonathan Martin if 

you'd like to run for office. 

Our next meeting is about carving and tool 

maintenance. 

See you there!



On Saturday, September 10th, 
2016, I woke up at 4:30am, 
gathered my checkbook and 
some snacks and hit the road…  
You might ask, why in the world 
would I wake up at 4:30 in the 
morning on a Saturday?!  Well, 

5th U.S. National Bonsai Exhibition
~By Gilda Arroyo

~photo by Cindie Bonomi

September 10th was the first day of the 5th US National 
Bonsai Exhibition in Rochester, NY and I couldn't pass up the 
opportunity to see some beautiful bonsai and maybe 
purchase a few items.  Thankfully, I wasn't alone!  I was lucky 
to join a group of PBS members on the drive to Rochester.  

The 5th US National Bonsai Exhibition is part show, part 
bonsai mall, and part demonstration area.  The bonsai were 
amazing and the displays were enlightening.  Unfortunately, 
the exhibition location lacked good air circulation so it was 
downright hot inside.  That being said, Bill Valavanis and his 
army of volunteers from his local bonsai society, did an 
outstanding job curating entries of beautiful bonsai and 
suiseki.   

The Crew, all ready to see some Great trees

This planting was quite unique, 
as were it’s companions.

Bill Valavanis and one of his trees.

Korean Hornbeam 
with it’s beautiful Fall colors.

Almost every name you could think of was at the exhibition.  
Peter Warren held a demonstration, Bjorn Bjorholm 
steadfastly manned his vendor table and others like Bill 
Valavanis, Pedro Morales, and Ryan Neil darted throughout 
the space tending to their vending areas and greeting fellow 
bonsai enthusiasts.  

I hope this inspires you to make plans to attend the 6th US National Bonsai Exhibition in 2018.  Perhaps I will see you there!

Page 3

~photos by Gilda Arroyo and the internet



We were really fortunate to have Tom 
Longfellow come this September to give a 
demonstration and instruct a workshop on 
Fairy Tale Bonsai. His insight and 
perspective on how to create non-traditional 
or unorthodox bonsai was a breath of fresh 
air for our club. paraphrasing Tom, "Not all 
trees would make good traditional bonsai, 
and so you've got to make something good in 
a different way."  I couldn't agree more. 

Tom Longfellow and Fairy Tale Bonsai
~Article by Dan Yobp 
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Tom's demonstration was fun to watch and 
his commentary on what Fairy Tale Bonsai is 
was interesting. With help from Terry 
Monroe, some basic tools and a grinder, he 
created a gnarly, old looking tree from 
essentially a field stump. The results were 
very nice.

It truly was a great experience and a good 
model for how we could handle more 
workshops in the future.

Continued on Page 8 Page 4



On Saturday, September 24, the Grealish 
Estate was over-run by Greater Chicago 
Area Hippy, Tom Longfellow and his 
accomplice, Tim Burhenne. 

As a follow up to Wednesday's lecture and 
demonstration on Fairy Tale Bonsai, Tom 
lead 14 members of the Pittsburgh Bonsai 
Society through a workshop on trees that had 

Hippy Bonsai Invasion!
~Article by Terry Monroe
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most of us stumped. As a part of the 
workshop, members worked in small groups 
to discuss trees and make the big decisions 
before working collectively on the trees. Tom 
modeled our workshop on workshops run by 
Walter Pall and his International Bonsai 
Institute. 

Continued on Page 6 Page 5



Hippy Bonsai Invasion Continued
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For your Bonsai supplies support 
the store that exists for the society

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants

Bob Dietz

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bonsai Barn:
Whether you want to buy, sell, 
or trade any bonsai-related 
material, take advantage of the 
“Bonsai Barn” on our website: 
pittsburghbonsai.org. You can 
also list regional/national 
bonsai events that your fellow 
PBS members might find 
interesting.

If you have a topic or subject 
that you would like to see PBS 
present in coming months, 
please contact Dan Yobp or 
Terry Monroe for consideration 
of your idea. This means NEW 
members too.  PBS wants to 
help  you grow in  your  
knowledge and skills as your 
bonsai grow.

Newsletter Information:
It's easy to make an
announcement or contribute to 
the PBS Newsletter. E-mail 
Cindie Bonomi at:
cindiebonomi@yahoo.com 
with text, photos or sketches. 
Text should be in the Microsoft 
Word program and sketches or 
photos should be JPGs.

Submissions for the November 
2016 Newsletter are due no later 
than October 15, 2016. 

For more details, contact Cliff or Anna 
Domasky at: annaclaus55@hotmail.com

-photos by 
 Cindie Bonomi 

Wear Your Pride…Wear Your Pride…

For more details, contact Cliff or Anna 
Domasky at: annaclaus55@hotmail.com

and your enthusiasm for 
Bonsai! Golf shirts em-
broidered with the 3-color 
PBS logo are available in 
white, tan and taupe at 
$25. Or, you can supply 
your own quality shirt and 
the embroidery will be a 
modest  $10.
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Compiled by Terry Monroe
terrym74@yahoo.com

Trimming and Burning 
Terry’s Tree for Fairy Tale Bonsai

Here is what the knot looked like originally Tom used a die cutter and carved into the knot

Giving it some character and cutting some 
holes in it making it look less obtrusive

Once this was done, he burned it with a torch
making it have that haunting Fairy Tale appearance



Oct. 19  Wed.  Nominations, Carving demo and tool maintenance
� � � � �
Nov. 16 Wed.  Elections, winter protection, questions
� � � �
Dec. 14 Wed.   6:30 pm, Annual Holiday Party

All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm. 
Phipps Garden Center, 1059 Shady Avenue, is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside 
section of Pittsburgh. At the Phipps Garden Center sign on Shady Avenue, just south of the 
intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the cobblestone driveway. Park in the metered 
lot. Walk 50 yards farther down the cobblestone lane. The Garden Center is the red brick building on 
your left.

Severe Weather & Emergency Information: PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden 
Center will take place as scheduled except in the event of severe weather or emergency. Unsure? 
Call their  Emergency Phone Number: 412 441-4442 for  updates.

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society   2016 Calendar of Events
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