
2015
NEWSLETTER

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
...to disseminate knowledge, encourage others 
   and create interest in the art of  bonsai

Please check our ever-evolving website for updates:  http://pittsburghbonsai.org
Also visit and “like”us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/PittsburghBonsai

2015
NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER

Young Choe Presents The Art Of Kusamono OCTOBER

Styling Scots Pines Part 2

~Photo by Josh HousiauxSteward

Wednesday   Sept. 16   7:00pm   Phipps Garden Center   Shadyside

Young Choe Presents The Art Of Kusamono

Wednesday, October 21, 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm at Phipps Garden Center, Shadyside

PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF TIME CHANGE

Come and find out about the art of Kusamono, which is an 
arrangement of potted plants, using moss, grass, and other small 
plants in addition to bamboo and lichens in order to create a living 
art.  It should be an excellent companion to bonsai, so come and 
enjoy an evening of learning about this exciting art form.

~photo by Cindie Bonomi

You repotted and established a literati style Scots 

Pine at our April 15, 2015 Workshop.  As part of 

your homework assignment, it's time to bring it 

back and refine your vision in this workshop. 

You may also bring in other pines from your 

collection for additional tips and techniques.



Ms. Young Choe, who will 
be our special guest at the 
Oct. meeting.  
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The Pittsburgh Bonsai Society (PBS) was 
organized July 10, 1957 to disseminate 
knowledge, encourage others and create 
interest in the art of bonsai through 
meetings, workshops, newsletters and 
guest speakers. It's our sixth decade of 
advancing the art of bonsai in Pittsburgh 
and the Tri-State area. The membership 
year is January 1 to December 31. For 
details on events, Society membership or 
general information, see the Society's 
web page at http://pittsburghbonsai.org. 
Our newsletter is published periodically, 
10 issues per year.

Deadlines:
Generally two months prior to issue date

Submissions:
Submissions are encouraged. Please 
submit Photos or Artwork in JPG format 
and Copy in Microsoft Word.

A Note From Dave:

The Pittsburgh 
Bonsai Society 

Newsletter

Dave Metzgar
bannerdave@aol  412-956-2482

~photo by Cindie Bonomi
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This October, we will have a special guest for the 
monthly meeting.  Because of our special guest, 
please take note that the meeting will begin at 6:30 
pm and last until 9:30.  Young Choe, one of the 
country's best Kusamono artists, will present a 
demonstration of this Japanese art form.  
According to Wikipedia, Kusamono is a potted 
collection of plants, typically moss, grass, lichen, 
small flowers, bamboo, or bulbs that may 
heighten the beauty or be a reflection of a certain 

~Photo: http://www.kusamonochoe.com/

season.  It should be a great companion 
to bonsai!  (For more information about 
Ms. Choe and to see examples of her art, 
you may visit her web site at: 
http://www.kusamonochoe.com/ 

In September, our theme will be “Styling 
Scots Pines, Part II.”  However, feel free 
to bring in your “great tree” on which to 
work and to receive advice.

Lastly, there will be an added meeting to 
next year's schedule, in February.  This 
will be to take advantage of some tasks 
that need to be done when your trees are 
in their dormant stage, such as bud 
grafting on pines. Interested in a January 
meeting? One member suggested a 
bonsai movie and popcorn night. Let us 
know if you think it's a good idea.

There will be some exciting attractions and events at your 
Pittsburgh Bonsai Society in the months ahead!



Scots Pines lack the history and 
reputation of Japanese pines as 
bonsai, but they are the favorite 
pines in our climate. Growing 
climate tolerant trees is a 

WIRING SCOTS PINES
~By Mike Stern 

~photo by Cindie Bonomi

recommendation that many new bonsai enthusiasts 
ignore. Unless you have a climate controlled winter 
area, trees like the Scots pines are a better choice.  They 
also have the added advantage of 
budding back on older wood. Their 
dense foliage pads are easier to 
maintain and some of them can be 
slowly worked back to have 
branching lower and tighter to the 
trunk.

As in all trees, wiring is the only way 
to get a truly attractive outcome. 
Great care is needed when working 
with evergreens, as they always have 
live foliage. Additionally, Scots 
Pines have small buds that can be 
seen on wood that is one or two years 
old. The branches tend to be flexible 
and are generally easy to wire. 
Younger branches can be bent and 
wired with little effort.  Branches a 
few years older require thicker wire, 
yet still are not brittle and stiff.

Start wiring from the bottom of the 
tree at the lowest branch. Work your 
way up the tree with the major 

Closeups of the bud candles on a Scots Pine.

~Image credit: Ingvar Nilsson, 
2012, http://ibonsaiclub.forumotion.com/

branches.  Adequately anchor the branches to the trunk, 
or wire two branches with one wire using the trunk as 
your common anchor point. Try to select two branches 
that have similar thickness when using one wire. After 
wiring the main branches, wire the secondary and 
tertiary branches all the way out to the needles. Leave a 
little extra wire should you decide to pluck last year's 
needles.  Great care is needed not to crush small buds 
along the branches.  They look like the buds at the end 
of the candles but smaller. They will become future 
branches if they survive.  Also, when wiring, make sure 
it is well anchored to the trunk or another branch so that 
the branch will remain firmly in place when bent to the 
desired position.

When wiring a branch, it should be pointing toward 
you.  Hold the branch in place and wrap the wire 

around it at a 45° angle.  Continue to support the branch 
as the wiring is continued.  Make sure that the wire is 
bent around the branch, not the branch around the wire. 
Also, as the wire is placed farther away from the trunk, 
the branch becomes thinner. At that point, cut the wire 
and choose a smaller gauge. Begin with the smaller 

wire about three coils back to 
anchor it well, and continue to wire 
the smaller branch. Try not to cross 
the wires, as it will lose some of its 
strength and looks less attractive.  
Continue in the same direction with 
the new wire.  Keeping your thumb 
and finger on the wire, slide them 
along as you slowly work to the end 
of the branch.

Once the tree is completely wired, 
start bending the lowest branch into 
a position that will set the stage for 
the remaining branches. Do not 
repeatedly bend the branches in 
different directions. The live part of 
the tree is the cambium layer, a 
cigarette paper thin layer of cells 
that keep the plant alive. Bending 
the branch back and forth can 
permanently damage that layer and 
in a few weeks the damage will 
demonstrate itself with a dead 
branch.

If you wire in the spring, you must be careful not to wire 
tightly and constrict new growth.  The preferable time 
to wire is in the fall but not too late. Wiring a pine is 
easier after last year's needles have dropped which 
occurs about August. Wiring branches too late in the 
fall or early winter can lead to branch death.  Trees that 
are slightly dehydrated have branches that bend easier, 
so consider wiring it right before you would normally 
water the tree.

There is no set time when wires should be removed. 
Look at each branch closely. If the wire seems to be 
lightly digging into the tree that would be a good time to 
remove the wire. I have had wires on branches for a 
couple of months to a couple of years.  It depends on 
how fast the branch grows.  Taking off the wire too 
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WIRING SCOTS PINES CONTINUED
~By Mike Stern 

early may cause the branch to return 
to its original position.  The wire is 
best removed by cutting each bend 
with wire cutters.  Those who unwire 
their trees risk damaging needles, 
buds, and branches. Not being able to 
reuse the wire is a small cost to pay for 
a show where the tree is looking its 
best.

I prefer to wire trees by coiling wire 
around the branch rather than using 
wires to pull them down.  Pulling a 
branch down by a single wire does not 
always hold the branch in the position 
when the wire is removed. Also it is 
important that the pressure of that one 
wire across the branch is mitigated by 
a piece of rubber or wood that 
separates the wire from the branch.

Using these tips, I hope that you feel 
more confident when styling your 
Scots Pine.  See you at the September 
meeting!

~Image credit: http://www.bing.com/

Haiku Corner Lingering

 in the oak

autumn twilight

   - Wally Swist�
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What an energetic, fun, and informational meeting we had 
in July!  Dave Metzgar opened with some club business, 
details of which are available on the club web site under the 
meeting minutes.  He also talked about a mentoring 
program that is being developed, which would consist of 
about six experienced members of the Bonsai Society who 
can be called for advice.

Dave then began the practical part of the meeting.  
Members who had begun a tropical Root Over Rock project 
a year ago were ready for the next part of creating a bonsai 
in this style.  He showed how the soil packed around the 
roots covering the rock under the bonsai should be 
removed.  He explained that this should be done gradually 
so as not to damage the roots and kill the tree.

After this, the members took their projects to tables and 
started working on them, with advice and assistance from 
Bob Dietz, Bob Grealish, and Dave Metzgar.  There were a 

“ROOT OVER ROCK, PART II” JULY 15 MEETING“ROOT OVER ROCK, PART II” JULY 15 MEETING
~By Lisa Borman Bednar

~Photos By Kat Bednar

few different methods being 
used to remove the soil, with 
root hooks, hands, and gently 
misted water.  Those members 
without Root Over Rock 
projects  from last  year  
watched, or worked on their 
own tropical bonsai during the 
remainder of the time.

The next meeting of the 
Pittsburgh Bonsai Society will 
take place on Wednesday, 
September 16, 2015.  It will be 
a styling workshop, so bring 
your trees for wiring and 
shaping!

~Photo By Lisa Borman Bednar

~By Lisa Borman Bednar

Here, Rob Andrews uses a root hook to 
remove the soil from the roots of his Ficus.

Terry Monroe receiving 
expert advice from Bob Dietz.

Joe Fello busily wiring his 
Root Over Rock bonsai.

Cindie Squilla Bonomi, pruning her 
Ficus, named “Lazarus.”

Fletcher Williams works with care and 
concentration on his Ficus Root Over Rock creation.  

Great work, Fletcher!

Rob Andrews 
discusses 

his tree with 
Dave Metzgar.

More Photos 
On Page 7
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Going, Going, Gone! July 25 AuctionGoing, Going, Gone! July 25 Auction

~Photo By Lisa 
  Borman Bednar

~By Lisa Borman Bednar~By Lisa Borman Bednar

~Photography by Kat Bednar 
and Josh HousiauxSteward

There were viewing stones (“suiseki”) 
for sale, these two from Bob Grealish.

One of the great trees available at the auction.

“Sold! Sold to—what do 
you mean, you were just 
scratching your nose?” 
Mike Stern and 
Dave Metzgar

It was an eager group of members 
who gathered at the Phipps Garden 
Center on July 25 to buy and sell 
b o n s a i  re lated  i tems .  O u r  
auctioneer was Dave Metzgar, 
assisted by Mike Stern and Bob 
Dietz. There were many trees, 

The “cool kids” watching from the sidelines: 
Bob Grealish, Terry Monroe, and Dan Yobp.

I am in my second year as a member of PBS, so I'm still 
fairly new to Bonsai.  I work as an IT Systems Analyst 
Lead for a major hospital system.  My wife, Lisa, is a 
transplant and immunity researcher.  Soon, Lisa and I 
will be celebrating our first year of marriage.  Our 
household includes a cat named Mars, who just turned 
seven.

While growing up, I was always outdoors in the woods 
with my parents, both of whom have degrees in Wildlife 
Management and Forestry.  This early exposure to the 
beauty of nature has had a great influence on my 
activities and hobbies.  These include hiking, fish 
keeping, SCUBA diving, wood working, and many other 
outdoor activities.  I'm also the founder and Captain of 
Landsharks FC, a local men's soccer team.  Added to 
this, years of interest in Asian art have made bonsai a 
perfect meld of these interests and disciplines.

BONSAI SOCIETY MEMBER PROFILE OF SEPTEMBER
~By Josh HousiauxSteward

~Photo by Josh HousiauxSteward

My first trees were a 
Chinese Juniper and a 
Willow Leaf Ficus. Al-
though the juniper died 
early on, the Willow Leaf 
Ficus is doing well and 
enjoy ing  the  humid 
summer.  I currently have 
around 30 trees in various 
stages of training. My favorite styles are the root over 
rock and windswept.  I have a few Alberta spruces that I 
am planning to combine into a forest soon, and I will be 
collecting some wild maples in the spring.

I've seen the bonsai collection at the United States 
Botanic Garden in Washington DC.  My Dad was 
fortunate to visit the famous Pacific Bonsai Museum, 
formerly known as the George Weyerhaeuser Pacific 
Rim Bonsai Collection, in Washington.

BONSAI SOCIETY MEMBER PROFILE OF SEPTEMBER
~By Josh HousiauxSteward

~Photo by Josh HousiauxSteward
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books, tools,  
pots, and other 
bonsai related 
items. On some 
pieces, the bid-
ding ran high, 
with only a few 

not meeting reserve. There were some 
beautiful trees, some trees with potential, and 
some trees that required work and imagination. 
Most were sold. Approximately 175 items in all 
were at the sale, keeping Rose Grealish and 
Debbie Bishop busy throughout the auction.



For your Bonsai supplies support 
the store that exists for the society

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants

Bob Dietz

MORE PHOTOS FROM “ROOT OVER ROCK, PART II” JULY 15 MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bonsai Workgroup:
M e e t s  e v e r y  o t h e r  T h u r s d a y  
THROUGH SEPTEMBER at Bob 
Grealish's farm, after 6:00pm. BYOT 
(Bring Your Own Trees) + tools, soil 
and wire. For updates, check the PBS 
website: http://pittsburghbonsai.org on 
the day of class.

Coming Events

Artisans Cup of Portland, “American 
Bonsai Reforged and Refined”, 
Portland OR. September 26th-28th 
2015, Portland Art Museum, 8:00am - 
5:00pm; 1219 SW Park Avenue, 
Portland. The Artisans Cup of Portland 
Bonsai Exhibition is the showcase of 
America's new movement to raise 
aesthetic appreciation and crafts-
manship in the art of bonsai. Event 
Website:
http://www.artisanscupofportland.com

Spotlight Trees:
Remember to bring your spotlight trees 
to the next regular meeting for “show & 
tell.”  It's a great way for new members 
to learn about various species: their 
TLC requirements and your tree's 
history.

Staff Vacancy:
Two jobs taken, one to go!
  
We still need a Publisher:  
You'll pick up the hard copy newsletter 
from the printer, prep it for mailing (we 
call that “licking and sticking”) and 
deliver the folded, sealed, labeled and 
postage affixed newsletters to the Post 
Office. 

Interested in joining the Newsletter 
Team? Anxious to see your name in the 
masthead? For further information, 
contact Jay Miller at:
suisekijay@gmail.com 
or phone: 412 481-4540. 

October 2015 Issue Deadline:
Submissions for the next PBS 
Newsletter are due no later than 
September 20, 2015.

Compiled by Jay Miller
suisekijay@gmail.com 

Page 7

For more details, contact Cliff or Anna 
Domasky at: annaclaus55@hotmail.com

-photos by 
 Cindie Bonomi 

MORE PHOTOS FROM “ROOT OVER ROCK, PART II” JULY 15 MEETING

Laura Waters 
(left) and 
Patricia Lewis 
(right) proudly 
displaying their creations!

Ray Moody with his Root 
Over Rock Chinese Elm.  

Looking good, Ray!

~Photos By Kat Bednar

Wear Your Pride…Wear Your Pride…
a n d  y o u r  e n -
t h u s i a s m  f o r  
Bonsai! Golf shirts 
embroidered with 
the 3-color PBS logo 
are available in white, 
tan and taupe at $25. 
Or, you can supply 
your own quality 
shirt and the em-
broidery will be a 
modest $10. 

For more details, contact Cliff or Anna 
Domasky at: annaclaus55@hotmail.com



Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
c/o Cindie Bonomi (Editor)
335 Newburn Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm. Phipps Garden Center, 1059 Shady 
Avenue, is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside section of Pittsburgh. At the Phipps Garden Center sign on Shady 
Avenue, just south of the intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the cobblestone driveway. Park in the metered lot. Walk 
50 yards farther down the cobblestone lane. The Garden Center is the red brick building on your left.

Severe Weather & Emergency Information: PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden Center will take place as scheduled 
except in the event of severe weather or emergency. Unsure? Call their  Emergency Phone Number: 412 441-4442 for  updates.

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society  2015 Calendar of Events
Sept. 16  7:00 pm   Wed.  Styling Scots Pines Part 2, BYOT

Oct. 21  6:30 pm – 9:30 pm  Wed.   (NOTE TIME CHANGE!)  Our Special Guest, Young  
       Choe, presents the art of Kusamono

Nov. 18   7:00 pm   Wed.   BYOT for advice; Wintercare; Elections

Dec. 16  Time TBA  Wed.  TBA

2016 Event Dates

Feb. 17  7:00 pm   Wed.   TBA

Mar. 16   7:00 pm   Wed.   TBA

Apr. 20   7:00 pm    Wed.   TBA


