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PBS members can come out to Bob's house on Saturday, July 14 at 10:00 am for a hands-on slab making 
workshop. Learn to make a concrete slab for a future planting.  The cost of $10 will include all of the 
materials and lunch. The whole process will take several hours so plan on spending some time out there.  
Bob will also have pots, materials and some trees to sell.  If you are interested, email me, Dave Metzgar 
at: bannerdave@aol.com to sign up and I'll reply with Bob's address as your confirmation.  

July 14, Sat. 10am
Slab Workshop at Bob Dietz'

July 18   Wed   7pm   Tropicals Workshop    Phipps Garden Center

-Dave Metzgar
Also, don’t forget:

July 18   Wed   7pm   Tropicals Workshop    Phipps Garden Center
Also, don’t forget:

Our annual laid-back summer bonsai picnic and swap meet 
surrounded by superior bonsai, fellow enthusiasts and 
great munchies! Directions in your August newsletter.

The Annual PBS 

Picnic and Flea Market at The Grealish Farm
Saturday, August 11, 2012  Starting at 11am

-Photos from last year’s picnic by Dave Metzgar & Carole Harland

Bring Your Own Trees. There Will Also Be Tropicals For Sale.
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There is a relaxed pace in the bonsai world 
come July. Long, full days of sunshine and 
heat tends to slow down the activity with 
most trees. Tropicals will likely be the only 
trees that keep throwing out more and 
more leaves with our summer weather 
being similar to their native climate. Keep a 
close eye on watering, as you may need to 
water smaller pots several times a day 
when the temps get high and the sun beats 

Photo By Cindie Bonomi

down on them all day long. You can give the trees a bath in a shallow 
pan of water for five or ten minutes and really soak the soil all the way 
down to the bottom of the pots. If your trees are root-bound, the 
water finds it harder to penetrate the soil and you may never soak the 
roots at the bottom if the water rolls off of the top layer of soil. If you 
are fertilizing, make sure to water well before using a liquid fertilizer or 
you’ll run the risk of burning the roots. On the other hand, watch for 
yellowing of leaves which could be a result of over watering.

With your trees slowing down, now is the time to try an experiment 
with pot making.  We will be creating our own concrete slabs at a 
workshop at the home of Bob Dietz on Saturday, July 14.  A slab is a 
very shallow tray usually with no sides that simulates a flat rock 
formation. It can be planted successfully with a forest of trees or a 
shallow rooted specimen tree. The slabs we make now will weather 
over the summer and can be used next spring. The process of mixing 
the concrete and forming it on a mound of sand will be fully explained.   
It will not be an expensive project, but it should be fun and you can 
have a pot that you can say you made yourself. 

We will need to have commitments from members who are planning 
on attending so we can purchase the right amount of materials. The 
cost of $10 will include all of the materials and lunch. Check the 
website for more details.



Our Spring Bonsai Show 2012Our Spring Bonsai Show 2012
-by Dave Metzgar
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Another year, another show, another ring of 
wood added to each of your little trees. Even 
though it was a blur to me, I heard it was once 
again a successful show. I heard it from the 
members, the visitors and the vendors. The 
most gratifying reviews seemed to be from the 
people who walked into the gallery wide eyed 
and smiling, maybe seeing bonsai for the first 
time in person. Comments like "Can I take 
pictures?","How old is that?" and ?How did 
they do that?" really showed their interest and 
enthusiasm. Watching some of the newer 
members look for their trees and showing them 
off to family and friends was a great site too. We 
need more of that in the future. True, we have 
several reliable members who bring trees year 
after year, but it is a club show designed to 
highlight our members' work, so don't be 
intimidated next year.

The show wouldn't have been the success that it 
was without the help of many volunteers. From 
those bringing in trees, to those helping with 

advertising the show, set up, consignment, food, 
and finally taking down the show, a lot of time and 
effort was put into making the event a good one. 
We were glad to have Martha and Hugh Meehan 
from Meehan's Miniatures back again this year. 
Martha and Bob Grealish hosted demonstrations 
that were both well attended, and Martha also 
graciously ran the tropical workshop that we forgot 
to tell her about until thirty minutes before the 
scheduled start. An abundance of consignment 
trees and silent auction items ensured that 
visitors were able to take home a piece of the 
show.

We will gladly accept any ideas for improvement to 
next year's show. One area for improvement will be the 
table coverings. In case you didn't notice, we had to use plastic 
table cloths at the last minute as we found that our cloth coverings 
mysteriously disappeared from Phipps on the day of the show. We promise 
to have a more traditional display next year, and not the picnic theme we had 
to go with this year. Although the ants that always hitch a ride with some 
trees felt right at home.

Many of us pitched in for Friday afternoon set-up this year

Louise set up an ongoing styling demo right by the “Welcome Desk” drawing instant attention

Welcome Desk “Meet & Greet”

Hugh Meehan

The PeopleThe People

-Photos by Cindie Bonomi, Carole Parsons & Louise Means 



Our Spring Bonsai Show 2012 ContinuedOur Spring Bonsai Show 2012 Continued
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Norbert’s “Tina” our only canine member

Member ConsignmentMember Consignment

Meehan’s Miniatures

ConcessionConcession

-Photos by Cindie Bonomi, Carole Parsons & Louise Means 

Courtney’s Jewelry

Bonsai in the Burgh
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Our Spring Bonsai Show 2012 ContinuedOur Spring Bonsai Show 2012 Continued

Workshops & LecturesWorkshops & Lectures

Bob Grealish’s Juniper Styling Demo on Saturday

Dave Metzgar lead the Juniper Procumbens Nana Workshop following Bob’s Demo 

Martha Meehan lead a Workshop on Repotting and Wiring Tropicals on Sunday

Our Show TreesOur Show Trees

-Photos by Cindie Bonomi, Carole Parsons & Louise Means 



Our Spring Bonsai Show 2012 ContinuedOur Spring Bonsai Show 2012 Continued

Page 6

Haiku Corner
silence
fills the summer meadow

circled by the hawk

-Joe Nutt

-Photos by Cindie Bonomi, Carole Parsons & Louise Means 



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bonsai Barn:

Spotlight Trees:

Coming Events:

Newsletter Copies:

Newsletter Information:

August 2012 Issue Deadline:

Compiled by Jay Miller

Whether you want to buy, sell or trade 
any bonsai-related material, take 
advantage of the “Bonsai Barn”on our 
website: pittsburghbonsai.org You can 
also list regional/national bonsai events 
that your fellow PBS members might 
find interesting.

Remember to bring your spotlight trees 
to a meeting for “show & tell”. It's a 
great way for new members to learn 
about new (to them) species; their TLC 
requirements and the story of your tree.

04-07 October 2012 Grantville, PA 
“International Stone Appreciation Sym-
posium”, Holiday Inn, Harrisburg/Her-
shey. The largest show devoted to 
suiseki and stone appreciation in the 
West; More information and registration 
forms at: www.stoneshow2012.com

Do you want to send a complimentary 
issue of the newsletter to someone 
interested in bonsai? Give their name 
and “snail mail” address to Jay Miller.

It's easy to make an announcement or 
contribute to the PBS Newsletter. If it is 
text only,  call or email Jay Miller at: 412 
481-4540 suisekifan@yahoo.com  If it 
is a sketch or photo, email Cindie 
Bonomi at: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com

Submissions for the August 2012 
Newsletter are due no later than July 9, 
2012.

suisekifan@yahoo.com 
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Graphic Design GeeksGraphic Design Geeks

You Have Just Found The Cure For Bad Advertising

Logo Design

Magazine Ads

Full Color Brochures

Illustrations

Product Illustration

Displays For Trade Shows

Cindie Bonomi   335 Newburn Drive   Pittsburgh, PA 15216   Phone: (412) 561-2057
   

Website: http://www.graphicdesigngeeks.com

E-Mail: cindie@graphicdesigngeeks.com

Or: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com

For your Bonsai supplies support 
the store that exists for the society

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants

Welcome New Members!Welcome New Members!
We're happy to welcome the following new members for 2012 to the Society as 
of June: Aaron & Olesya Barr, Anthony Bruno, Gerry Carr, Glenn Dobis, Carl 
Gabauer, Shawn Gold, William Karnavas & Family, Robert W. & Kathie 
Lambert, Jim Martin, William Myerburg, Darsie O'Connell, Domenic & 
Francine Sacchetti, Joel Ulrich, Fletcher Wilson, David Wolf and Lon Wright. 
Also Kara Cater, Kristan Courtney, Joe 
Schneier, Jon Sweany, Willam 
Thomas, Anthony Trozzi and 
Nick & Shannon Williams! 



Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
c/o Cindie Bonomi (Editor)
335 Newburn Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society 2012 Calendar of Events

All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm

Phipps Garden Center is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside section of Pittsburgh. At the Phipps 
Garden Center sign on Shady Avenue, just south of the intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the 
cobblestone driveway. Park in the metered lot. Walk 50 yards farther down the cobblestone lane. The Garden 
Center is the red brick building on your left.

Severe Weather & Emergency Information:
PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden Center will take place as scheduled except in the event of severe 
weather or emergency. Unsure? Call their  Emergency Phone Number: 412 441-4442 for updates.

Jul 14 Sat 10am Slab Workshop at Bob 
Dietz' House

Jul 18 Wed 7pm Tropicals 

Aug 11 Sat 11am Picnic at the Grealish Farm

Sep 19 Wed 7pm TBA

Oct 17 Wed 7pm TBA

Nov 14 Wed 7pm TBA plus Elections


