
Potting or Repotting CONIFERS! 

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
...to disseminate knowledge, encourage others 
   and create interest in the art of  bonsai

Please check our newly updated website: http://pittsburghbonsai.org

March 21, 2012   Wednesday   7:00pm   Phipps Garden Center   Shadyside

Demo by Bob Dietz

April 18, 2012 Wed.  7pm  

NEXT MEETING

NEXT EVENT
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Potting or Repotting CONIFERS! 

Potting/Repotting Deciduous Trees! Demo by Bob Dietz 
(BYOT&T) Bring Your Own Trees & Tools, plus pots if you have 
them. The Society will provide soil, wire and the use of PBS tools 
to paid members. 

If you need additional soil, wire, tools or pots, for potting at home, 
call Bob at Bonsai in The Burgh by March 14th 724 348-4771for  
delivery at the March meeting. Don’t forget to check the Tree 
Calendar on the Website for additional tips!

Potting/Repotting Deciduous Trees!Potting/Repotting Deciduous Trees!

Same details as March. A few 
Juniperus procumbens nana will 
be available for sale. If you need 
additional soil, wire, tools or pots 

for at-home repotting, call Bob at 
724 348-4771 by April 11th for 
delivery at the April meeting. 
Don’t forget your tools!
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Published periodically (10 issues 
a year) by PBS for members and 
other bonsai  enthusiasts. It's our 
sixth decade of advancing the art 
of bonsai in the Tri-State area.

Generally two months prior to 
issue date.

Please submit Photos or Artwork 
in JPG format and Copy in 
Microsoft Word.

For your Bonsai supplies support 
the store that exists for the society

724-348-4771
Pots, wire, tools, soil, plants
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A Note From Dave:

Dave Metzgar

Photo by Cindie Bonomi

The Pittsburgh 
Bonsai Society 

Newsletter

It's almost Spring…
March starts one of the busiest times in the 
bonsai calendar. Before the trees come out 
of winter storage, clean your tools and pots 
and have enough soil ready. You can also 
think about how you want to display your 
trees.  There are plenty of online resources 
for building tables and stands.

This is a good time to call PBS member 
Bob Dietz from Bonsai in the 'Burgh at 
724-348-4771, and have him bring 

supplies to the March meeting. Bob will be leading the discussion on 
re-potting at the meeting and will cover all aspects of successfully 
getting your trees into new pots.

Our website, pittsburghbonsai.org, has plenty of information about 
our society. If you have trees or bonsai related items you want to sell, 
consider the Bonsai Barn link. In the Barn, you can also list any 
events that you know of that would interest other members. If you 
are new to bonsai, our Tree Calendar link tells you seasonally what 
you need to be doing. Since the newsletter is printed and mailed in 
advance of the meetings, the website will have the most current 
information on meetings and events. 

Once again this year, we hope to have trees at every meeting.  Feel 
free to bring in trees that need some help with care or styling. During 
the member spotlight, a fellow member will bring in a few trees to 
display before the meeting starts at 7:00 PM. The March meeting is 
coming fast… see you there.
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Potting and Repotting 

Photo by Cindie Bonomi

-By Jay Miller

Potting creates bonsai; bonsai exist only in 
pots. It's that combination of training and 
the confining aspect of the pot that makes 
the bonsai. The training of a pre-bonsai 
cannot begin  until  it is placed into a pot, 
and the healthy condition of your dwarf 
trees depends to a great extent on how and 
when the soil in the pots is changed and the 

roots are pruned. Healthy bonsai puts out new root growth every year, 
and these roots make it increasingly difficult for water and air to 
penetrate the soil. The surface roots will get all the nourishment and 
the main root near the trunk will harden and atrophy. So periodically 
we should cut back the main root and thin out the surface roots.

How often? Evergreens require repotting every three to five years; 
broadleaf evergreens and deciduous trees, every two or three years; 
flowering and fruit trees every second year.

When? The best season is in early spring when the first new buds 
appear. Fruit trees which flower before the leaves appear( plum and 
apricot) should be repotted after flowering, but before the leaves 
open. Fruit trees which flower in the late spring, (cherry and apple) 
should be repotted before flowering. Plants that should be repotted 
just before new buds appear in the spring: Ilex, hornbeam, beech, 
cotoneaster, zelkova and elms, hawthorn, larch and serviceberry. 
Plants that should be repotted after new buds appear in spring: maple, 
gingko and barberry. Plants that should be repotted after flowering: 
magnolia, wisteria, azalea and camellia.

A reminder: our April program will concentrate on potting & 
repotting Conifers. Continued on Page 7

Carefully remove the 
tree from its container.

Using a wooden stick 
remove about half of the 
old earth from the root ball.

Cut the roots back by at 
least one third.

Using a loop of wire like this 
to secure the mesh over the 
drainage hole in the pot.

1 2

3 4
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Membership Application 
or Renewal Form

Membership Year:  January 1 to December 31 Your continuing support is greatly appreciated

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society

Name

Address  (Number and Street, Rural Route or Post Office Box)

City or Town Zip

Phone                              

E-Mail (  Email address is used for membership database and member correspondence only. The Society will keep this info . (Please include!) CONFIDENTIAL

Individual Membership

Family Membership                 

PLEASE PRINT NEATLY
(One Letter or Number Per Box)

State        

$30.00

$40.00

Date Signature

I am a New Member I am Renewing my Membership

Make your dues check 

payable to the Pittsburgh 

Bonsai Society and send 

it to:

1031 Windance Drive
McDonald Pa 15057
Phone: 724 492-1318

Membership Year: 
January 1 to December 31

 

 

Mark Berbach  

Email: 

markberbach@yahoo.com

CUT HERE
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President Dave Metzgar

Vice President Bob Dietz

Treasurer Mark Berbach

Recording Secretary Debbie Brys

Corresponding Secretary Jay Miller

Past President Bob Grealish

Newsletter Cindie Bonomi

Membership Unfilled

Officers for 2012Officers for 2012



Page 6Page 6Member Survey 
Please take a moment and help us with your comments.  

We want to make your membership year as productive as possible

How did you originally learn of  The Pittsburgh Bonsai Society?

from a friend  newspaper article PBS website  the Internet

Bonsai Classes at Phipps  a flyer  from a Garden Center

Would you like to receive your newsletters electronically? yes no

If yes, Name                 E-mail Address 

Are your bonsai skills: beginner intermediate advanced  

Please tell us what programs you'd prefer:

lectures workshops with your trees demonstration & workshops Bonsai Basics 

Questions:

C
U

T
 H

E
R

E

March 21 Wed  7pm Potting or Repotting:
BYOT(Bring Your Own Tree)
Demo by Bob Dietz. 

April 18 Wed  7pm

May 16 Wed 7pm Wiring of Scots Pines/Trees provided at cost
Jun 1-3 Fri-Sun Spring Bonsai Weekend (Activities TBA)
Jul 14 Sat Slab Workshop at Bob Dietz'
Jul 18 Wed 7pm Tropicals (Tentative)
Aug  TBA Sat 11am Picnic at the Grealish Farm
Sep 19 Wed 7pm TBA
Oct 17 Wed 7pm TBA
Nov 14 Wed 7pm TBA plus Elections
Dec 6 THURS 6:30pm Annual Holiday Party

All events, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, starting at 7:00pm

Phipps Garden Center is located at the edge of Mellon Park in the Shadyside section of Pittsburgh. At the Phipps Garden Center 
sign on Shady Avenue, just south of the intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues, turn into the cobblestone driveway. Park in the 
metered lot. Walk 50 yards farther down the cobblestone lane. The Garden Center is the red brick building on your left.

Severe Weather & Emergency Information:
PBS Meetings and Special Events at Phipps Garden Center will take place as scheduled except in the event of severe weather or 
emergency. Unsure? Call their  Emergency Phone Number: 412 441-4442 for updates.

Potting or Repotting CONIFERS! BYOT 
or Juniperus procumbens nana for sale

Pittsburgh Bonsai Society 2012 Calendar of Events



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Go Up And Get Your Trees:

Coming Events:

A Reminder about Annual Dues:

April 2011 Issue Deadline:

Compiled by Jay Miller

Anyone who went up to Mike Stern’s 
last fall and tagged trees to buy, you 
can go up in April and get them.  
Please e-mail Mike at:
mstern55@comcast.net 

20-22 April 2012 Grantville, PA: 
MidAtlantic Bonsai Societies' 29th 
Spring Festival, Holiday Inn, 
Harrisburg/Hershey. Featuring Isao 
Omachi/Japan; Mario Komsta 
/Spain; John (JT) Thompson 
/California;
http://www.midatlanticbonsai.freese
rvers.com/fescurr.htm.

TBA May 2012 Potomac Bonsai 
Assoc ia t ion  Spr ing  Fes t iva l  
Washington, D.C. at the National 
Arboretum
www.potomacbonsai.com  or
www.usna.usda.gov

21-24 June 2012 Denver, CO 
“Visions of the American West” ABS 
Convention & Learning Seminar; 
Denver Marriott Tech Center

You'll find a “short form” dues 
renewal notice in this issue. Our 
Membership Year is January 1 to 
December 31. Your Society relies on 
your support and participation in 
order to bring the programs that we 
all enjoy. (Dues remain: $30 
individual and $40 per family).

Submissions for the April 2011 
Newsletter are due no later than 
March  21, 2012.

Whether you want to buy, sell or trade 
any bonsai-related material, take 
advantage of the “Bonsai Barn”on 
our website ( pittsburghbonsai.org ). 
You can also list regional/national 
bonsai events that your fellow PBS 
members might find interesting.

suisekifan@yahoo.com 

Graphic Design GeeksGraphic Design Geeks

You Have Just Found The Cure For Bad Advertising

Logo Design

Magazine Ads

Full Color Brochures

Illustrations

Product Illustration

Displays For Trade Shows

Cindie Bonomi   335 Newburn Drive   Pittsburgh, PA 15216   Phone: (412) 561-2057
   

Website: http://www.graphicdesigngeeks.com

E-Mail: cindie@graphicdesigngeeks.com

Or: cindiebonomi@yahoo.com
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Ideal pot

Substitute pot ( a little bigger) for over-potting

Lots of pre-screened bonsai soil suitable for the species

Screen pieces for drain holes

Wire to secure the drain hole screens

Wire to secure the bonsai in the pot

Spray bottle with water

Turntable

Root hook

Checklist Before Potting or Repotting

Continued from Page 3

Potting and Repotting 
-By Jay Miller

Haiku Corner

Spring has come

In all simplicity:

A light yellow sky.

- Issa



Pittsburgh Bonsai Society
c/o Cindie Bonomi (Editor)
335 Newburn Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15216


